Eighth Grade U.S. History 


Historical Fiction and Nonfiction Tie-ins


Reconstruction (1865 – 1876)

( Adler, David. Frederick Douglass: a noble life.  2010. Chronicles the life of Frederick Douglass, discussing his years as a slave, escape to freedom, acclaim as a famous orator, journalist, and presidential advisor, work as an abolitionist, and other related topics.  1838-1895.  Nonfiction - 921 DOU Grades 7&up, F&P-, RL 9.5
( Armstrong, William.  Mary Mehan Awake.  1997.  The close of the Civil War finds Mary Mehan as emotionally traumatized as the demobilized soldiers around her, and she must begin a journey of emotional and physical renewal.  New York.  Post Civil War. Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 6.4
( Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  Down the Rabbit Hole. 2013. It is 1871 in Scranton, Pennsylvania, and fourteen-year-old Pringle Rose, still grieving from the death of her parents, takes her brother Gideon, who has Down syndrome, escapes from her uncle and aunt, taking a train to Chicago--but disaster seems to follow her there.  Scranton, PA.  1871.  Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 4.6
( Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  They called themselves the K.K.K: the birth of an American terrorist group. 2010. Documents the history and origin of the Ku Klux Klan from its beginning in Pulaski, Tennessee, and provides personal accounts, congressional documents, diaries, and more.  1865-1877.  Nonfiction - 322.42 BAR Grades 7-10, F&P-Z, RL 11.7
( Carbone, Elisa.  Last dance on Holladay Street.  2005. In 1878, thirteen-year-old Eva seeks her birth mother in Colorado, only to find the city and her mother are not what she imagined.  Denver, CO. 1876.  Grades 8&up, F&P-, RL 5.4
Carter, Peter.  Borderlands.  1991. After being forced from his meager family farm in Texas in 1871, thirteen-year-old Ben Curtis witnesses some of the excitement and cruelty of the Old West - on a cattle drive, in a frontier town, and on a buffalo hunt.  Texas, 1871.  Grades 8-12, F&P-, RL 
( Chopin, Kate.  The awakening.  1984. Edna Pontellier, a Victorian-era wife and mother, is awakened to the full force on her desire for love and freedom when she becomes enamored with Robert LeBrun, a young man she meets while on vacation.  Louisiana, 1890s.   YA-Adult, F&P-, RL 7.9
( Clark, Walter Van Tilburg.  The ox-bow incident.  1940. After men of action in Nevada let their anger goad them into taking the law into their own hands, they lynch three innocent men for a murder that never occurred. They then have very different reactions to the act, from drunkenness to suicide. Western.  Nevada.  Late 1800s. Grades 11-Adult, F&P-Z, RL 7.1
( Durham, David Anthony.  Gabriel’s Story.  2001. Gabriel Lynch, a fifteen-year-old African American boy living in the West of the 1870s, escapes the racial strife of the Reconstruction Era by running away from home to become a cowboy. Kansas, 1870s. Grades 10-Adult, F&P-
( Ernst, Kathleen.  Hearts of stone.  2006.  Orphaned when her father dies fighting for the Union and her mother expires from exhaustion, and also estranged from their Confederate neighbors, fourteen-year-old Hannah struggles to find a way for her family to survive during the Civil War in Tennessee.  Tennessee.  Grades 6-8, F&P-, RL 5.8
Haas, Jessie. Chase.  2007.  Phin Chase, an orphaned stable boy in Pennsylvania in the aftermath of the Civil War, must go on the run to save his life after accidentally witnessing the murder of a mine boss by a secret society of Irishmen known as the Sleepers.  Pennsylvania, 1875.  Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 4.2, 5.0
( Hansen, Joyce. I thought my soul would rise and fly: the diary of Patsy, a freed girl. 1997. Twelve-year-old Patsy keeps a diary of the ripe but confusing time following the end of the Civil War and the granting of freedom to former slaves.  South Carolina.  1863-1877. Grades 5-8 F&P-S, RL 4.8
( Hansen, Joyce.  The heart calls home.  1999. After the Civil War, former slave Obi Booker tries to make a new life on a South Carolina island while waiting to be joined by his beloved Easter, who is studying in the North. South Carolina, 1865-1870. Grades 6-10, F&P-S, RL 5.9
( Kelly, Jacqueline.  The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate. 2009. In central Texas in 1899, eleven-year-old Callie Vee Tate is instructed to be a lady by her mother, learns about love from the older three of her six brothers, and studies the natural world with her grandfather, the latter of which leads to an important discovery.  Texas, 1899. Grades 5-8, F&P-Y, RL 5.3
( McMullen, Margaret.  When I crossed No-Bob.  2007. Ten years after the Civil War's end, twelve-year-old Addy, abandoned by her parents, is taken from the horrid town of No-Bob by schoolteacher Frank Russell and his bride, but when her father returns to claim her she must find another way to leave her O'Donnell past behind. Mississippi, 1875.  Grades 5-8, F&P-W, RL 5
( Mitchell, Margaret.  Gone with the wind.  1964.  After the Civil War sweeps away the genteel life to which she has been accustomed, Scarlett O'Hara sets about to salvage her plantation home.  Georgia, 1860s-.  YA-Adult, F&P-, RL 9.0
Nixon, Joan Lowry.  David’s Search.  1988. After eleven-year-old orphan-train rider David Howard settles with a strict Missouri farm family, his best friend, an ex-slave, is threatened by the growing presence of the Ku-Klux Klan.  Missouri, 1866.  Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 3.1
( O’Dell, Scott.  Thunder rolling in the mountains. 1992. In the late nineteenth century, the young daughter of Nimipu chief Joseph relates how her people were driven off their land by the U. S. Army and forced to retreat north until their eventual surrender.  Nimipu Indians, 1877.  Grades 5-9, F&P-U, RL 6.1
Paulsen, Gary.  Sarny: a life remembered. 1997. Continues the adventures of Sarny, the slave girl Nightjohn taught to read, through the aftermath of the Civil War during which time she taught other Blacks and lived a full life until age ninety-four. New Orleans, LA. 1850-1930. Grades 6-12, F&P-W, RL 6.1
( Reeder, Carolyn.  Shades of Gray. 1989.  At the end of the Civil War, twelve-year-old Will, having lost all his immediate family, reluctantly leaves his city home to live in the Virginia countryside with his aunt and the uncle he considers a "traitor" because he refused to take part in the war.  Virginia.  Grades 3-6, F&P-W, RL 5.5
( Rinaldi, Ann.  Numbering all the bones.  2002. It is 1864, the Civil War is moving toward an end. President Lincoln has proclaimed his 'great measure,' and Southern slaves are slowly gaining their freedom. But for thirteen-year-old Eulinda, a house slave on a Georgia plantation, it is the most difficult time of her life. Georgia, 1864-1865.  Grades 6-9, F&P-Y, RL 4.5, 6.1
( Robinet, Harriette Gillem.  Children of the fire. 1991. An eleven-year-old African-American girl named Hallelujah lives through the great Chicago fire with courage and resourcefulness.  Chicago, IL. 1871. Grades 4-7, F&P-P, RL 5.8
Robinet, Harriette Gillem.  Forty acres and maybe a mule. 1998.  Born with a withered leg and hand, Pascal, who is about twelve years old, joins other former slaves in a search for a farm and the freedom which it promises.  1865.  Grades 4-7, F&P-V, RL 4.3, 6.9
( Taylor, Mildred.  Land. 2001. After the Civil War, Paul, the son of a white father and a black mother, finds himself caught between the two worlds of colored folks and white folks as he pursues his dream of owning land of his own. Mississippi, 1880s. Grades 7-10, F&P-Z, RL 6.9, 8.9
( Timberlake, Amy.  One came home. 2013. In 1871 Wisconsin, thirteen-year-old Georgia sets out to find her sister Agatha, presumed dead when remains are found wearing the dress she was last seen in, and before the end of the year gains fame as a sharpshooter and foiler of counterfeiters. Wisconsin. 1871. Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.3
( Westrick, Anne.  Brotherhood. 2013. The year is 1867, and the South has lost the Civil War. Those on the lowest rungs, like Shad's family, fear that the freed slaves will take the few jobs available. In this climate of despair and fear, a group has formed. Today we know it as the KKK. Richmond, VA. 1867. Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 4.4
Wisler, G. Clifton.  Caleb’s Choice. While living in Texas in 1858, fourteen-year-old Caleb faces a dilemma in deciding whether or not to assist fugitive slaves in their run for freedom.  Texas, 1858.  Grades 4-8, F&P-S, RL 4.8

( Wisler, G. Clifton.  Mustang flats.  1997. When his father returns from the war in 1865, fourteen-year-old Alby finds his beloved Pa a changed man and can only hope that they will be friends again. Texas, 1865.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.8
Westward Expansion (1840 – 1900)

( Arrington, Frances.  Prairie whispers. 2003.  Only twelve-year-old Colleen knows that her baby sister died just after she was born and that Colleen put another baby in her place, until the baby's father shows up and makes trouble for her and her family on the South Dakota prairie in the 1860s. South Dakota, 1860s. Grades 5-8, F&P-W, RL 5.1, 5.5
Auch, Mary Jane.  Frozen Summer. 1998.  In 1816, twelve-year-old Mem's new home in the wilderness of western New York is disrupted when the birth of another baby sends her mother into "spells" that disconnect her from reality.  New York, 1816.  Grades 4-8, F&P-, RL 4.8
Avi.  Hard Gold:  The Colorado gold rush of 1859. 2008. Early Whitcomb, whose family's farm in Iowa is failing due to drought, is enticed by his uncle Jesse to go west and dig for gold to help prevent foreclosure, but during their adventure, Jesse gets into trouble, and Early makes hard decisions while trying to find his relative and the riches that lay hidden in the mountains.  1859.  Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 4.5
( Bauer, Marion Dane.  Land of the Buffalo Bones: the diary of Mary Elizabeth Rodgers. 2003. Fourteen-year-old Polly Rodgers keeps a diary of her 1873 journey from England to Minnesota as part of a colony of eighty people seeking religious freedom, and of their first year struggling to make a life there, led by her father, a Baptist minister.  New Yeovil, Minnesota, 1873.  Grades 5-8, F&P-V, RL 4.9, 6.4
Bonner, Cindy.  Lily: a love story.  1992.  A young girl tells what happened in 1883 when a vigilante group struck against a gang of outlaws on Christmas Eve night, 1883, in the town of McDade, Texas.  Texas, 1883.  YA-Adult, F&P-, RL 4.7
Brink, Carol Ryrie.  Caddie Woodlawn. 1973.  Eleven-year-old Caddie Wooddlawn, growing up on the Wisconsin frontier in the mid-nineteenth century, baffles her family and the neighbors by her complete lack of interest in the womanly arts, preferring tomboy activities instead.  Wisconsin, 1850s.  Grades 4-6, F&P-R, RL 5.3
( Bruchac, Joseph.  Geronimo. 2006.  A fictional retelling of the story of Native American leader Geronimo's life after his last surrender, told from the point of view of his grandson.  Apache Indians.  1886.  Grades 5-10, F&P-Z or Y, RL 5.8, 7.2
( Burks, Brian. Runs with horses. 1995. Sixteen years old in 1886, Runs With Horses trains to become a warrior with Geronimo's band of Apaches in the American Southwest. Indians of North America Southwest, 1886.  Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 6.1
Calvert, Patricia.  Bigger.  1994. When his father disappears near the Mexican border at the end of the Civil War, twelve-year-old Tyler decides to go after him and bring him home, acquiring on the journey a strange dog which he names Bigger.  1865. Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 6.3
( Cather, Willa.  My Antonia.  1918. Antonia works as a servant for her neighbors after her father's death, elopes, and then returns to marry a Bohemian farmer. Nebraska. Late 1800s-early 1900s.  Grades 9-12, F&P-, RL 7.1
( Cather, Willa.  O Pioneers! Swedish farmer John Bergson's daughter Alexandra encourages the family members to help keep his dream alive after his death. Nebraska, 1883-1900. Grades 9&up, F&P-, RL 8.1
( Conrad, Pam.  Prairie Songs.  1985. Louisa's life in a loving pioneer family on the Nebraska prairie is altered by the arrival of a new doctor and his beautiful, tragically frail wife. Nebraska, Late 1800s.  Grades 5-8, F&P-Q, RL 5.2
( Cushman, Karen.  Ballad of Lucy Whipple.  1996. In 1849, twelve-year-old California Morning Whipple, who renames herself Lucy, is distraught when her mother moves the family from Massachusetts to a rough California mining town. California, 1849.  Grades 5-8, F&P-T, RL 5.5
( Cushman, Karen.  Rodzina. 2003. A twelve-year-old Polish American girl is boarded onto an orphan train in Chicago with fears about traveling to the West and a life of unpaid slavery. West, 1881.  Grades 4-7, F&P-Y, RL 5.3, 5.9
( Durbin, William.  Blackwater Ben. 2005. Thirteen-year-old Ben Ward drops out of school and joins his father working as a cook at the Blackwater Logging Camp in Minnesota in the winter of 1898. Minnesota, 1898.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.1, 6.2
( Durbin, William. The journal of Sean Sullivan: a transcontinental railroad worker. 1999. In 1867, fifteen-year-old Sean experiences both hardships and rewards when he joins his father in working on the building of the Transcontinental Railroad. Nebraska and points west. 1867.  Grades 4-8, F&P-, RL 5.7, 6.2
Fleischman, Paul.  Borning Room. 1991.  Lying at the end of her life in the room where she was born in 1851, Georgina remembers what it was like to grow up on the Ohio frontier. Ohio, 1881.  Grades 6-12, F&P-Y, RL 5.5
Fleischman, Sid.  Bandit’s Moon. 1998. Twelve-year-old Annyrose, left behind when her brother joins the Gold Rush, escapes the unscrupulous woman with whom she is staying and sets out on a grand adventure with the notorious bandit Joaquin Murieta and his band of outlaws.  California, 1850s.   Grades 3-6, F&P-V, RL 4.5
( Fleischman, Sid.  Jim Ugly.  1992. The adventures of twelve-year-old Jake and Jim Ugly his father's part-mongrel, part-wolf dog, as they travel through the Old West trying to find out what really happened to Jake's actor father. West, 1894.  Grades 4-7, F&P-Q, RL 5.8
( Fleming, Candace.  The Great and Only Barnum: The tremendous, stupendous life of showman P.T. Barnum. 2009. The award-winning author brings us the larger-than-life biography of showman P. T. Barnum. Known far and wide for his jumbo elephants, midgets, and three-ring circuses.  Here's a complete and captivating look at the man behind the Greatest Show on Earth.  1810-1891.  Nonfiction - 921 BAR Grades 6&up, F&P-, RL 8.3
Greenwood, Barbara.  Gold rush fever: a story of the Klondike, 1898.  2001.  Tells the story of thirteen-year-old Tim and his older brother Roy and their adventures traveling to the Klondike in search of gold in 1898.  1898.  Grades 5-8, F&P-V, RL 5.6
Gregory, Kristiana.  Jenny of the Tetons.  2002.  Orphaned by an Indian raid while traveling West with a wagon train, fifteen-year-old Carrie Hill is befriended by the English trapper Beaver Dick and taken to live with his Indian wife Jenny and their six children.  1870s. Grades 6-9, F&P-T, RL 5.3
( Hardman, Ric Lynden.  Sunshine Rider: the first vegetarian western. 1998.  In the late 1800s while on a cattle drive which takes him north from Texas, seventeen-year-old Wylie learns that it is no longer necessary to run from the father he never knew.  1881.  Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 6.0
( Hemphill, Helen.  Adventurous deeds of Deadwood Jones.  2008.  Thirteen-year-old Prometheus Jones and his eleven-year-old cousin Omer flee Tennessee and join a cattle drive that will eventually take them to Texas, where Prometheus hopes his father lives, and they find adventure and face challenges as African-Americans in a land still recovering from the Civil War.  Texas, 1876.  Grades 5-8, F&P-W, RL 4.2
Hobbs, Will.  Down the Yukon. 2001.  In the wake of Dawson City's Great Fire of 1899, sixteen-year-old Jason and his girlfriend Jamie canoe the Yukon River across Alaska in an epic race from Canada's Klondike to the new gold fields at Cape Nome.  Yukon / Alaska, 1890s.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.9 
Hobbs, Will.  Jason’s Gold. 1999. Fifteen-year-old Jason embarks on a ten thousand-mile journey in 1897 in hopes of striking it rich after hearing the news that gold has been discovered in Canada's Yukon Territory.  Yukon / Alaska, 1890s.  Grades 5-8, F&P-T, RL 5.9 
( Holm, Jennifer L.  Boston Jane: an adventure.  2001. Schooled in the lessons of etiquette for young ladies of 1854, Miss Jane Peck of Philadelphia finds little use for manners during her long sea voyage to the Pacific Northwest and while living among the American traders and Chinook Indians of Washington Territory. Washington (State).  1854-1889. Grades 5-8, F&P-U, RL 4.9, 8.2
( Holm, Jennifer L. Our only May Amelia. 2011. As the only girl in a Finnish American family of seven brothers, May Amelia Jackson resents being expected to act like a lady while growing up in Washington state in 1899. Washington, 1899. Grades 5-7, F&P-R, RL 6.5
( Holm, Jennifer L. Trouble with May Amelia. 2011. Sequel to: Our only May Amelia. May Amelia Jackson has grown up a tomboy thanks to her seven brothers and a father who claims girls are useless, so when her father needs May to translate for a gentleman interested in buying their farm, she jumps at the chance to earn his respect. Washington, 1900. Grades 5-7, F&P-, RL 4.3

( Lambert, Joseph. Annie Sullivan and the trials of Helen Keller. 2012. A graphic novel that explores the role of Annie Sullivan as teacher and companion to Helen Keller and discusses the bond that formed between the two women as Helen went on to accomplish many feats. United States, late 1800s, early 1900s. Nonfiction - 920 LAM Grades 6-8, F&P-, RL 4.5
McCaughrean, Geraldine.  Stop the Train. 2001. Despite the opposition of the owner of the Red Rock Runner Railroad in 1893, the new settlers of Florence, Oklahoma, are determined to build a real town.  Oklahoma, 1893.  Grades 5-7, F&P-X, RL 5.9
( McKernan, Victoria.  The devil’s paintbox. 2009. In 1866, fifteen-year-old Aidan and his thirteen-year-old sister Maddy, penniless orphans, leave drought-stricken Kansas on a wagon train hoping for a better life in Seattle, but find there are still many hardships to be faced.  Kansas, 1866.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 4.5
( Miller, Sarah Elizabeth.  Miss Spitfire: reaching Helen Keller.  2007. At age twenty-one, partially-blind, lonely but spirited Annie Sullivan travels from Massachusetts to Alabama to try and teach six-year-old Helen Keller, deaf and blind since age two, self-discipline and communication skills.  Massachusetts to Alabama, 1887.   Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 5.8
( Moeri, Louise.  Save Queen of Sheba.  1990. After miraculously surviving a Sioux Indian raid on the trail to Oregon, a brother and sister set out with few provisions to find the rest of the settlers.  Oregon Trail, 1850s.   Grades 4-6, F&P-V, RL 5.8
Moses, Shelia P. I Dred Scott: a fictional slave narrative based on the life and legal precedent of Dred Scott. 2005. A fictional chronicle of Dred Scott's life in slavery and his eleven-year fight for freedom in the nineteenth-century American courts, presented from Scott's point of view.  1846-1857. Grades 8-11, F&P-U, RL 5.5
( Murphy, Jim.  My face to the wind:  the journal of Sarah Jane Price, a Prairie teacher.  2001. Following her father's death from a disease that swept through her Nebraska town in 1881, teenaged Sarah Jane must find work to support herself and records in her diary her experiences as a young school teacher.  Nebraska, 1881- Grades 5-8, F&P-W, RL 4.9, 6.5
( Murphy, Jim.  Desperate journey.  2006.  In the mid-1800s with both her father and her uncle in jail on an assault charge, Maggie, her brother, and her ailing mother rush their barge along the Erie Canal to deliver their heavy cargo or lose everything. Erie Canal, 1848.  Grades 5-8, F&P-V, RL 6.6, 7.1
( Murphy, Jim.  West to a land of plenty:  the diary of Teresa Angelino Viscardi, 1883.  1998. While traveling in 1883 with her Italian-American family (including a meddlesome little sister) and other immigrant pioneers to a utopian community in Idaho, fourteen-year-old Teresa keeps a diary of her experiences along the way.  Idaho, 1883.  Grades 4-8, F&P-, RL 4.8
( Myers, Walter Dean. Righteous revenge of Artemis Bonner. 1992. Fifteen-year-old Artemis journeys from New York City to Tombstone, Arizona, in 1882, to avenge the murder of his uncle. Arizona, 1882.  Grades 5-9, F&P-U, RL 5.6
( Napoli, Donna Jo.  Alligator Bayou.  2009.  Fourteen-year-old Calogero Scalise and his Sicilian uncles and cousin live in small-town Louisiana in 1898, when Jim Crow laws rule and anti-immigration sentiment is strong, so despite his attempts to be polite and to follow American customs, disaster dogs his family at every turn.  Louisiana, 1898.  Grades 8&up, F&P-U, RL 3.1
( Nelson, James.  On the volcano. 2010. In the 1870s, sixteen-year-old Katie has grown up in a remote cabin on the edge of a volcano with her father and their friend Lorraine, the only people she has ever seen, but, after eagerly anticipating it for so long, her first trip into a town ultimately brings tragedy into their lives.  Pacific Northwest, 1870s.  Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 4.3
( Oppel, Kenneth. Boundless.  2014.  Aboard "The Boundless," the greatest train ever built, on its maiden voyage across Canada, teenaged Will enlists the aid of a traveling circus to save the train from villains. Canadian Pacific Railway, 1885. Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.5
( Patron, Susan.  Behind the masks: the diary of Angeline Reddy.  2012. Angeline Reddy turns to friends for help when her father, the best lawyer in their California gold mining town, disappears, but her efforts are complicated by her mother's sudden illness, her uncle's arrest for the murder of her father, the appearance of a mysterious ghost, and a dangerous gang of vigilantes.  Bodie, CA.  1880s.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.7
( Paulsen, Gary.  The Legend of Bass Reeves: being the true account of the most valiant marshal in the west.  The story of Bass Reeves who was born a slave and later became one of the most respected federal marshals in Oklahoma and Texas.  Oklahoma.  Late 1800s.  Grades 6&up, F&P-W, RL 5.8, 6.4
Rinaldi, Anne.  The Coffin Quilt: the feud between the Hatfields and the McCoys. 1999. In the 1880s, young Fanny McCoy witnesses the growth of a terrible and violent feud between her Kentucky family and the West Virginia Hatfields, complicated by her older sister Roseanna's romance with a Hatfield.  West Virginia, 1880s.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 5.0, 7.5
( Ritter, John H.  The Desperado who stole baseball.  2009.  When the 1881 rough and rugged fist-fighting baseball team in a small mining town in California challenge the Chicago White Stockings, they enlist a quick-witted twelve-year-old orphan and the notorious outlaw Billy the Kid to help win the big game.  California, 1881.  Grades 5-8, F&P-R, RL 5.5
( Rose, Caroline.  May B.  2012.  When a failed wheat crop nearly bankrupts the Betterly family, twelve-year-old May's father pulls her from school and hires her out to a couple new to the Kansas frontier.  Kansas, late 1800s.  Grades 3-7, F&P-, RL 4.2
( Turner, Ann.  Grasshopper summer. 1989. In 1874 eleven-year-old Sam and his family move from Kentucky to the southern Dakota Territory, where harsh conditions and a plague of hungry grasshoppers threaten their chances for survival. Dakota, 1874.  Grades 4-6, F&P-T, RL 5.2

Van Leuween, Jean.  Bound for Oregon. 1994. A fictionalized account of the true life journey made by nine-year-old Mary Ellen Todd and her family from their home in Arkansas westward over the Oregon Trail in 1852.  Arkansas, 1852.  Grades 4-6, F&P-S, RL 6.1
( Wilson, Diane L.  Black Storm Comin’. 2006. Twelve-year-old Colton, son of an African-American mother and a white father, takes a job with the Pony Express in 1860 after his father abandons the family on their California-bound wagon train, and risks his life to deliver an important letter that may affect the growing conflict between the North and South. Wagon train to California, 1860.  Grades 7-10, F&P-W, RL 6.7 

Wisler, G. Clifton.  Jericho’s journey.  1993.  As his family makes the long and difficult journey from Tennessee to their new home in Texas in 1852, twelve-year-old Jericho Wetherby, teased by his sister and brothers about his size, learns there are many ways to grow.  1852.  Grades 4-8, F&P-U, RL 4.8
Industrialization (1861 – 1901)

( Avi. City of Orphans. 2011. In 1893 New York, thirteen-year-old Maks, a newsboy, teams up with Willa, a homeless girl, to clear his older sister, Emma, from charges that she stole from the brand new Waldorf Hotel, where she works. New York, 1893.  Grades 4-8, F&P-, RL 4.3
( Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. Coal Miner’s Bride: the diary of Anetka Kaminska. 2000. A diary account of thirteen-year-old Anetka's life in Poland in 1896, immigration to America, marriage to a coal miner, widowhood, and happiness in finally finding her true love. Lattimer, PA. 1896.  Grades 4-8, F&P-U, RL 5.5, 5.8
( Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  The journal of Finn Reardon: a newsie. 2003. Finn Reardon, a thirteen-year-old Irish-American newspaper carrier who hopes to be a journalist someday, keeps a journal of his experiences living in New York City in 1899. New York, NY. 1899.  Grades 4-6, F&P-V, RL 6.7
( Burns, Olive Ann.  Cold Sassy Tree.  1986. Modern times come to a conservative Southern town in 1906 when the proprietor of the general store elopes with a woman half his age, and worse yet, a Yankee.  Georgia, 1906.  YA-Adult, F&P-, RL 9.0
( Carbone, Elisa Lynn.  Storm Warriors. 2002.  In 1895, after his mother's death, twelve-year-old Nathan moves with his father and grandfather to Pea Island off the coast of North Carolina, where he hopes to join the all-black crew at the nearby lifesaving station, despite his father's objections. North Carolina, 1895.  Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 5.9, 6.5

( Conly, Jane Leslie.  Murder Afloat. 2010. Benjamin Franklin Orville's life is torn asunder when a simple trip to the market goes awry and Benjy is taken by captors with a group of German immigrants to work with the poorly kept crew of the "Ella Dawn," a North Atlantic oystering vessel.  Baltimore, MD, 1880s. Grades 5-8, F&P-V, RL 5.0
( DeFelice, Cynthia.  Lostman’s River. 1995. PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="In the early 1900s, thirteen-year-old Tyler encounters vicious hunters whose actions threaten to destroy the Everglades ecosystem, and as a result joins the battle to protect that fragile environment. Florida, 1906. Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 5.4
( Doctorow, E.L. Ragtime. The lives of three remarkable families become entwined with Henry Ford, Harry Houdini, J.P. Morgan, Theodore Dreiser, Sigmund Freud, and Emiliano Zapata at the turn of the century.  New York, 1898-1919.   Adult, RL 9.0
( Fletcher, Susan.  Walk across the sea.  2001. In late nineteenth-century California, when Chinese immigrants are being driven out or even killed for fear they will take jobs from whites, fifteen-year-old Eliza Jane McCully defies the townspeople and her lighthouse-keeper father to help a Chinese boy who has been kind to her.  California, 1886.  Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 5.2
( Gensler, Sonia.  The Revenant.  2011. Willie, having accepted a teaching job at the Cherokee Female Seminary under the name of a classmate, begins to question her belief in ghosts and is forced to face her past when strange things start happening at the school and she hears students discussing the death of a girl who is rumored to haunt the room in which Willie is staying.  Oklahoma, 1896.  Grades 7-12, F&P-, RL 5.3
Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Water Street.  2006. In the shadow of the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge, eighth-graders and new neighbors Bird Mallon and Thomas Neary make some decisions about what they want to do with their lives.  NY, 1875.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.5
( Gray, Dianne E.  Together apart.  2002.  In 1888, a few months after barely surviving a deadly blizzard that has killed two of her brothers, fifteen-year-old Hannah goes to work at the home of a wealthy widow whose progressive social ideas scandalize the town of Prairie Hill, Nebraska.  Nebraska, 1888.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.8, 6.9
Gray, Dianne E.  Tomorrow, the river. 2006.  In 1896, fourteen-year-old Megan joins her sister and family on their steamboat for the summer riding up the Mississippi River towards St. Paul, Minnesota, and through all of their adventures, Megan realizes what is her "true calling."  Mississippi, 1896.  Grades 6-8, F&P-Y, RL 6.8
( Hopkinson, Deborah.  Shutting out the sky: Life in the tenements of New York, 1880-1915. Photographs and text document the experiences of five individuals who came to live in the Lower East Side of New York City as children or young adults from Belarus, Italy, Lithuania, and Romania at the turn of the twentieth century.  New York, 1880-1915.  Nonfiction – 307.764 HOP Grades 5-12, F&P-T, RL 4.9, 6.8
( Hughes, Pat.  Breaker Boys. 2004.  In 1897, Nate Tanner, the hot-tempered twelve-year-old son of wealthy Pennsylvania mine owners, goes against his father's wishes by befriending some of the boys who work in the mines and gets caught up in a disastrous clash between mine workers and the law.  Pennsylvania, 1897. Nonfiction - 331.3 BUR.  Grades 7-9, F&P-U, RL 5.4
Lehrman, Robert.  The Store that Mama Built.  1992. In 1917 twelve-year-old Birdie and her siblings, the children of Jewish immigrants from Russia, help their recently widowed mother run the family store, picking up where their father left off in his struggle to succeed in America.  Pennsylvania, 1917.  Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 6.5
( Millard, Candice.  Destiny of a republic: a tale of madness, medicine and the murder of a president. 2011.  Discusses how the attempted assassination of James A. Garfield just four months after he was elected president impacted the nation and affected the remainder of his presidency.  Nonfiction - 973.8 MIL. 1881.  Adult, F&P-, RL 5.8
( Miller, Sarah Elizabeth.  Miss Spitfire: Reaching Helen Keller. 2007.  At age twenty-one, partially-blind, lonely but spirited Annie Sullivan travels from Massachusetts to Alabama to try and teach six-year-old Helen Keller, deaf and blind since age two, self-discipline and communication skills.  Alabama, 1887-.  Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 5.8
( Napoli, Donna Jo.  Alligator Bayou. 2009. Fourteen-year-old Calogero Scalise and his Sicilian uncles and cousin live in small-town Louisiana in 1898, when Jim Crow laws rule and anti-immigration sentiment is strong, so despite his attempts to be polite and to follow American customs, disaster dogs his family at every turn. Louisiana, 1898. Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 3.4
( Nislick, June Leavitt.  Zayda was a cowboy.  2005. When a Jewish grandfather comes to live with his son's family, he relates his experiences fleeing Eastern Europe for America, his adventures as a cowboy, and his assimilation into American culture.  Texas.  Early 1900s.  Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 6.7
( Peck, Richard.  Fair weather.  2001. In 1893, thirteen-year-old Rosie and members of her family travel from their Illinois farm to Chicago to visit Aunt Euterpe and attend the World's Columbian Exposition which, along with an encounter with Buffalo Bill and Lillian Russell, turns out to be a life-changing experience for everyone. Chicago, IL. 1893.  Grades 5-8, F&P-T, RL 5.1, 6.3 
( Peck, Richard.  Teacher’s Funeral.  2004. In rural Indiana in 1904, fifteen-year-old Russell's dream of quitting school and joining a wheat threshing crew is disrupted when his older sister takes over the teaching at his one-room schoolhouse after mean, old Myrt Arbuckle "hauls off and dies." Indiana, 1904.  Grades 6&up, F&P-V, RL 5.5, 5.6
Porter, Tracey.  Billy Creekmore.  2007.  One day a stranger comes to claim Billy Creekmore from the Guardian Angels Home for Boys; and he embarks on a cross-country journey in search of his past, his future, and his own true self. West Virginia, Late 1800s.  Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 5.4
( Richards, Jane.  Three Rivers Rising.  2010.  Sixteen-year-old Celestia is a wealthy member of the South Fork Fishing and Hunting Club, where she meets and falls in love with Peter, a hired hand who lives in the valley below, and by the time of the torrential rains that lead to the disastrous Johnstown flood of 1889, she has been disowned by her family and is staying with him in Johnstown. Pennsylvania, 1889.   Grades 8&up, F&P-Z, RL 5.7
( Sandler, Martin W.  The impossible rescue: the true story of an amazing Arctic adventure.  2012.  Presents the true story of three men sent by President McKinley in 1897 to drive two herds of reindeer across parts of Alaska to feed stranded whalers whose ships were trapped in ice. Arctic, 1897-1898. Nonfiction - 979.803 SAN  Grades 6 & up, F&P-, RL 10.9
( Skurzynski, Gloria.  The Tempering. 1983. The summer of 1911 is a decisive one for three young men in a Pennsylvania steel town as they find and lose jobs, fall in love, and begin to shape their adult lives. Pennsylvania, 1911. Grades 7-9, F&P-, RL 7.1
( Smith, Betty.  A tree grows in Brooklyn. 1943.  A young girl in a shabby neighborhood lives with dreams in an innocent time before the war. New York City.  Grades 7&up, F&P-, RL 7.6
( Taylor, Kim.  Bowery Girl.  2006.  In New York's tenements in 1883, two orphaned teenage girls realize that their dream of saving enough money to move to Brooklyn across the newly built bridge may be achieved if they learn new trades at a nearby settlement house, rather than continuing their lives of prostitution and stealing.  New York City, 1883.  Grades 8-11, F&P-, RL 5.5
( Wilson, Diane Lee.  Firehorse.  2006.  Spirited fifteen-year-old horse lover Rachel Selby determines to become a veterinarian, despite the opposition of her rigid father, her proper mother, and the norms of Boston in 1872, while that city faces a serial arsonist and an epidemic spreading through its firehorse population.  Boston, MA.  1872.  Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 5.9
( Wright, Barbara.  Crow.  2012.  Moses Thomas's summer vacation in 1898 does not go as planned, and while he deals with family problems and fickle friends, Moses comes to be more aware of the escalating tension between the African American and white communities of Wilmington, North Carolina.  North Carolina, 1898.  Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 5.3
( Yep, Laurence.  Dragon's Gate. 1993. When he accidentally kills a Manchu, a fifteen-year-old Chinese boy is sent to America to join his father, an uncle, and other Chinese working to build a tunnel for the transcontinental railroad through the Sierra Nevada mountains in 1867. Sierra Nevada, CA. 1867.  Grades 6-10, F&P-W, RL 6.1
 Yep, Laurence. The Journal of Wong Ming-Chung: a Chinese miner. 2000. A young Chinese boy nicknamed Runt records his experiences in a journal as he travels from southern China to California in 1852 to join his uncle during the Gold Rush. California. 1852. Grades 5-8, F&P-U, RL 5.5, 5.8
Progressivism (1900 – 1929)

(  Adler, David. Colonel Theodore Roosevelt. 2014. Presents an illustrated biography of Theodore Roosevelt, describing his life and achievements. Includes photographs, letters, and other primary documents Nonfiction – 921 ROO. Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 7.5
( Auch, Mary Jane.  Ashes of Roses.  2002.  Sixteen-year-old Margaret Rose Nolan, newly arrived from Ireland, finds work at New York City's Triangle Shirtwaist Factory shortly before the 1911 fire in which 146 employees died.  New York City.  1911.  Grades 6-10, F&P-V or Y, RL 5.1 

( Blundell, Judy.  City Tossed and Broken: the diary of Minnie Bonner.  2013.  It is 1906, and when her family is cheated out of their tavern, fourteen-year-old Minnie Bonner is forced to become a maid to the Sump family, who are moving to San Francisco--three weeks before the great earthquake.  San Francisco, CA. 1906.  Grades 4-7, F&P-R, RL 4.7 
( Bradley, Kimberly Brubak.  President’s daughter.  2004.  A fictionalized account of ten-year-old Ethel Roosevelt's early experiences in the White House after her father, Theodore Roosevelt, becomes president in 1901.  Washington, DC. 1901.  Grades 5-7, F&P-R, RL 5.1 
( Burgan, Michael.  Breaker Boys: How a photograph helped end child labor.  2012.  Recounts photographer Lewis Hines' fight against child labor in the early 1900s and discusses how his work and the work of others revealed truths about the issue to the public.  United States. Nonfiction – 331.3 BUR Grades 6-9, F&P-G, RL 8.6 
( Curtis, Christopher Paul.  The Madman of Piney Woods. 2014.  Companion book to: Elijah of Buxton. Even though it is now 1901, the people of Buxton, Canada, originally a settlement of runaway slaves, and Chatham, Canada, are still haunted by two events of half a century before--the American Civil War and the Irish potato famine--and the lasting damage those events caused to the survivors. Buxton, Canada. 1901.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.4
( Donnelly, Jennifer.  Northern Light.  2003. In 1906, sixteen-year-old Mattie, determined to attend college and be a writer against the wishes of her father and fiance, takes a job at a summer inn where she discovers the truth about the death of a guest. Based on a true story. New York. 1906.  Grades 8&up, F&P-, RL 7.1
( Fuqua, Jonathon Scott.  Darby.  2002.  In 1926, nine-year-old Darby Carmichael stirs up trouble in Marlboro County, South Carolina, when she writes a story for the local newspaper promoting racial equality.  South Carolina.  1926.  Grades 4-6, F&P-T, RL 5.0, 5.2
( Geary, Rick. Madison Square Tragedy: the murder of Stanford White, 25, June, 1906. 2013. Presents in graphic novel format the murder of American architect Standford White by millionaire Harry Kendall Thaw over White's affair with Thaw's wife, actress Evelyn Nesbit. New York, 1906.  Nonfiction – 364.152 GEA. YA, F&P-, RL 
( Greenwood, Barbara.  Factory Girl.  2007.  Presents an historical fiction about Emily, a young child who works eleven hours a day in a garment factory; and includes historical notes about child labor.  1912.  Grades 4-8, F&P-X, RL 6.1, 6.3
Haas, Jessie.  Unbroken.  1999.  Following her mother's death in the early 1900s, thirteen-year-old Harry lives on Aunt Sarah's farm where an accident with her spirited colt leaves her a changed young woman.  Vermont.  1910.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.2
( Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Uprising.  2007.  In 1927, at the urging of twenty-one-year-old Harriet, Mrs. Livingston reluctantly recalls her experiences at the Triangle Shirtwaist factory, including miserable working conditions that led to a strike, then the fire that took the lives of her two best friends, when Harriet, the boss's daughter, was only five years old..  New York, 1927.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 5.2
Hale, Marion.  Dark Water Rising. 2006. While salvaging and rebuilding in the aftermath of the Galveston flood of 1900, sixteen-year-old Seth proves himself in a way that his previous efforts never could, but he still must face his father man-to-man.  Texas, 1900.  Grades 6&up, F&P-W, RL 7.6
Hesse, Karen.  Brooklyn Bridge.  2008.  Fourteen-year-old Joseph Michtom's life takes a dramatic turn when, in 1903 Brooklyn, his parents turn their apartment into a factory for making teddy bears; and Joseph wonders whether he will ever see the glitter of Coney Island.  NY, 1903.  Grades 6-9, F&P-U, RL 4.3
( Hesse, Karen.  Time of Angels.  1995. Sick with influenza during the 1918 epidemic and separated from her two sisters, a young Jewish girl living in Boston relies on the help of an old German man, and her visions of angels, to get better and to reunite herself with her family. Boston, 1918.  Grades 6-9, F&P-W, RL 5.8
( Honeyman, Kay.  The Fire Horse Girl.  2013. When Jade Moon, born in the unlucky year of the Fire Horse, and her father immigrate to America in 1923 and are detained at Angel Island Immigration Station, Jade Moon is determined to find a way through and prove that she is not cursed. San Francisco, CA, 1923.  Grades 8-12, F&P-, RL 3.8 
( Ingold, Jeanette.  The Big Burn.  2002. Three teenagers battle the flames of the Big Burn of 1910, one of the century's biggest wildfires. Montana, 1910.  Grades 7&up, F&P-Y, RL 6.2, 6.4 
( Hopkinson, Deborah.  Shutting out the sky: Life in the tenements of New York, 1880-1915. Photographs and text document the experiences of five individuals who came to live in the Lower East Side of New York City as children or young adults from Belarus, Italy, Lithuania, and Romania at the turn of the twentieth century.  New York, 1880-1915.  Nonfiction- 307.764 HOP Grades 5-12, F&P-T, RL 4.9, 6.8
( Kops, Deborah. The Great Molasses Flood: Boston, 1919. 2012. Chronicles the events surrounding the Great Molasses Flood, during which a large storage tank burst in a Boston neighborhood in 1919 and caused a deadly wave of molasses to flood the streets. KOP Boston, MA, 1919.  Nonfiction – 363.17  Grades 6-8, F&P-V, RL 6.4
( Lasky, Katherine. A Time for Courage: the Suffragette Diary of Kathleen Bowen. 2002. A diary account of thirteen-year-old Kathleen Bowen's life in Washington, D. C. in 1917, as she juggles concerns about the national battle for women's suffrage, the war in Europe, and her own schoolwork and family. Washington, DC, 1917. Grades 4-6, F&P-S, RL 5.9, 8.0

( Levine, Kristin.  Best bad luck I ever had. 2009. Harry "Dit" Sims and his newest friend Emma Walker work together to come up with a plan that could save the town barber, an African-American, who is on put on trial and faces a horrible end.  Alabama, 1917.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 4.2
( Lord, Walter.  A night to remember. 1955. Provides an account of the sinking of the "Titanic," a reputedly unsinkable ship that went down in the Atlantic on April 10, 1912 after hitting an iceberg, resulting in the deaths of over 1,500 people.  Atlantic Ocean, 1912.  Nonfiction – 910.4 LOR  YA-Adult, F&P-, RL 5.3
( Lowry, Lois.  Like the willow tree: the diary of Lydia Amelia Pierce. 2011. After being orphaned during the influenza epidemic of 1918, eleven-year-old Lydia Pierce and her fourteen-year-old brother are taken by their grieving uncle to be raised in the Shaker community at Sabbathday Lake. Maine, 1918-.  Grades 3-6, F&P-, RL 5.4
( Lutes, Jason.  Houdini: the handcuff king. 2007. A brief biography of escape artist Harry Houdini written in graphic comic format that reveals the secret of some of his stunts. Nonfiction – 921 HOU  Grades 4-10, F&P-V, RL 4.2
( Marrin, Albert.  Flesh & blood so cheap: the triangle fire and its legacy. 2011. Provides a detailed account of the disastrous Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in New York City, which claimed the lives of 146 garment workers in 1911, and examines the impact of this event on the nation's working conditions and labor laws. New York City, 1911.  Nonfiction - 974.71 MAR  Grades 6&up, F&P-, RL 8.5
( McKissack, Patricia.  Color me Dark:  The Diary of Nellie Lee Love. The Great Migration North, Chicago.  1999.  Eleven-year-old Nellie Lee Love records in her diary the events of 1919, when her family moves from Tennessee to Chicago, hoping to leave the racism and hatred of the South behind. Tennessee – Chicago, 1919. Grades 4-6, F&P-V, RL 5.0, 6.5
( McPherson, Stephanie.  Iceberg, right ahead!: The Tragedy of the Titanic.  2012.  Explores the lasting legacy of the "Titanic" tragedy, discussing how the sinking of the ship led to new regulations and the formation of an ice patrol that later became the U.S. Coast Guard, earned the "New York Times" a lasting reputation for news, caused a Senate inquiry, destroyed the lives of several survivors, and fascinated people around the world for a century. 1912. Nonfiction - 910.916 MCP Grades 4-8, F&P-, RL 8.6
( Mobley, Jeannie.  Katerina’s Wish.  2012. Thirteen-year-old Trina's family left Bohemia for a Colorado coal town to earn money to buy a farm, but by 1901 she doubts that either hard work or hoping will be enough, even after a strange fish seems to grant her sisters' wishes.  Colorado, 1901.  Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 4.7 
Moeri, Louise.  The Devil in Ol’Rosie.  2001. Sent into the wilderness of eastern Oregon in 1907 to roundup the family's escaped horses, twelve-year-old Wart struggles against great dangers before gaining his father's respect.  Oregon, 1907.  Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 5.3 
Morey, Walt.  The year of the black pony. 1976. A boy growing up in the Oregon country in the early 1900s experiences the death of his father, the remarriage of his mother, and the ultimate attainment of a dream.  Oregon, early 1900s.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.4
( Paterson, Katherine.  Bread and roses, too.  2006.  Jake and Rosa, two children, form an unlikely friendship as they try to survive and understand the 1912 Bread and Roses strike of mill workers in Lawrence, Massachusetts.  Massachusetts, 1912. Grades 5-8, F&P-T, RL 4.9, 7.1
 Sachs.  Marilyn.  Call Me Ruth. 1995. The daughter of a Jewish immigrant family from Russia, newly arrived in Manhattan in 1908, has conflicting feelings about her mother's increasingly radical union involvement.  New York City, 1908.  Grades 5-8, F&P-R, RL 5.5 
( Seago, Kate. Matthew Unstrung. 1988. A 17-year-old boy who has suffered a mental breakdown in the early 1900s is able to regain his sanity with the help of his brother.  Colorado, 1911.  Grades 7-12, F&P-, RL 5.4
( Schlitz, Laura Amy.  Drowned Maiden’s hair.  2006.  At the Barbary Asylum for Female Orphans, eleven-year-old Maud is adopted by three spinster sisters moonlighting as mediums who take her home and reveal to her the role she will play in their séances.  New England, 1909.  Grades 4-8, F&P-V or R, RL 4.7
( Schmidt, Gary D. Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy.  2004. In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg, Maine, but things improve when he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a girl from a poor, nearby island community founded by former slaves that the town fathers--and Turner's--want to change into a tourist spot. Maine, 1911.  Grades 7-12, F&P-Y, RL 5.9, 7.2 
Sebestyen, Ouida.  On Fire.  1987. Involved in a dangerous strike in a frontier mining town in 1911, twelve-year-old Sammy finds his feelings changing toward the older brother he has always idolized.  Colorado, 1911.  Grades 5&up, F&P-, RL 5.9
Sebestyen, Ouida. Words by heart. 1979. A young black girl struggles to fulfill her papa's dream of a better future for their family in the southwestern town where, in 1910, they are the only blacks.  Southwest, 1910.  Grades 5-7, F&P-U, RL 5.3
Shurzynski, Gloria.  Rockbuster.  2001.  In 1915, after being asked to sing at the funeral of executed songwriter and member of the international union, Industrial Workers of the World, Joe Hill, eighteen-year-old Utah coal miner Tommy Quinlan begins to accept his past and make decisions about his future.  Utah, 1915.  Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 6.3
( Sinclair, Upton. The Jungle. 1906. Jurgis Rudkus, a Lithuanian immigrant lured by appealing advertisements, comes to Chicago to make money in the stockyards, but the reality is different from what he expects. Chicago, Early 1900s.  (difficult text) YA-Adult, F&P-
( Stuber, Barbara. Crossing the tracks. 2011. In Missouri in 1926, fifteen-year-old Iris Baldwin discovers what family truly means when her father hires her out for the summer as a companion to a country doctor's invalid mother.  1926, Missouri. Grades 6-8, F&P-, RL 4.2
( Tubb, Kristin O’Donnell.  Selling Hope.  2010. In 1910, just before the Earth passes through the tail of Halley's Comet, thirteen-year-old Hope McDaniels, whose father is a magician in a traveling vaudeville show, tries to earn enough money to quit the circuit by selling "anti-comet pills," with the help of fellow-performer Buster Keaton.  Chicago, 1910. Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.7
( Walker, Sally M.  Blizzard of glass: the Halifax explosion of 1917.  2012. Provides an account of the disaster that occurred on December 6, 1917, when two ships carrying munitions and relief supplies to Europe collided, causing an explosion that leveled the towns of Halifax and Dartmouth and resulted in the deaths of nearly two thousand people.  Halifax, Canada. Nonfiction – 971.622 WAL Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 10.4
Welsh, T.K. Unresolved. 2006. In 1904 New York City, the spirit of a deceased German American teenage girl searches for the person responsible for the Slocum steamboat fire that claimed her life and the lives of more than 1000 other passengers.  NY, 1904.  Grades 7&up, F&P-W, RL 4.4
( White, Ellen Emerson. Voyage on the Great Titanic: the diary of Margaret Ann Brady. 1998. In her diary in 1912, thirteen-year-old Margaret Ann describes how she leaves her lonely life in a London orphanage to become a companion to a wealthy American woman, sails on the Titanic, and experiences its sinking. RMS Titanic. 1912. Grades 4-8, F&P-T, RL 5.4
Winthrope, Elizabeth.  Counting on Grace. 2006. Twelve-year-old Grace Forcier and her friend Arthur, taken out of school and put to work in a Vermont textile mill in 1910, are championed by their teacher who urges them to write the National Child Labor Committee, an action only Grace seems to realize will have serious repercussions.  Vermont, 1910.  Grades 5-8, F&P-T, RL 4.7

( Wolf, Allan.  The Watch that ends the night: voices from the Titanic. 2011. Recreates the 1912 sinking of the Titanic as observed by millionaire John Jacob Astor, a beautiful young Lebanese refugee finding first love, "Unsinkable" Molly Brown, Captain Smith, and others including the iceberg itself.  Atlantic Ocean, 1912.  YA, F&P-, RL 5.6
U.S. Imperialism (1870 – 1925)

WW I (1914 – 1918)

( Angus, Sam. War Dog. 2013. After his dad disappears, thirteen-year-old Stanley joins the army during World War I and is assigned to the War Dog School, where he is partnered with a messenger dog named Bones and the two of them are sent to France. England.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.6
( Bausum, Ann.  Stubby the War Dog: the true story of World War I’s bravest dog. 2014.  Relates the story of Sergeant Stubby, a Boston bull terrier who served in World War I. Connecticut to France, 1917.  Nonfiction – 940.483 BAU Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 10.5
( Freeman, Russell.  The War to end all wars: World War I.  2010. A narrative history of World War I for young readers that features archival photographs, and describes how advanced military weaponry impacted the course of the war.  Nonfiction - 940.3 FRE Grades 7&up, F&P-Z, RL 9.1
( Frost, Helen.  Crossing Stones.  2009.  In their own voices, four young people, Muriel, Frank, Emma, and Ollie, tell of their experiences during the first World War, as the boys enlist and are sent overseas, Emma finishes school, and Muriel fights for peace and women's suffrage.  Grades 6-10, F&P-Y, RL 5.4
( Hale, Nathan.  Treaties, Trenches, Mud and Blood. 2014. Presents a graphic novel story in which Nathan Hale takes readers to the twentieth century where he explains the origins, key players, battles, and impact of World War I.  Nonfiction – 741.5 HAL Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 3.4
Ingold, Jeannette.  Pictures, 1918.  1998.  Coming of age in a rural Texas community in 1918, fifteen-year-old Asia assists in the local war effort, contemplates romance with a local boy, and expands her horizons through her pursuit of photography.  Texas, 1918.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 7.3
( Larson, Kirby.  Hattie Big Sky.  2006.  After inheriting her uncle's homesteading claim in Montana, sixteen-year-old orphan Hattie Brooks travels from Iowa in 1917 to make a home for herself and encounters some unexpected problems related to the war being fought in Europe.  Montana, 1918.  Grades 6-8, F&P-V or W, RL 6.3
( Lawrence, Ian. Lord of the Nutcracker Men. 2001. An English boy during World War I comes to believe that the battles he enacts with his toy soldiers control the war his father is fighting on the front. France, 1914.  Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 5.2, 5.5


Lindquist, Susan Hart.  Summer Soldiers.  1999. After his father goes off to war during the summer of 1918, eleven-year-old Joe, along with his friends, contends with the town bullies and tries to figure out the meaning of courage. California, 1918.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.9, 6.7


( Morpurgo, Michael.  Private Peaceful. 2003. When Thomas Peaceful's older brother is forced to join the British Army, Thomas decides to sign up as well, although he is only fourteen years old, to prove himself to his country, his family, his childhood love, Molly, and himself.  England.  Grades 7-12, F&P-X, RL 5.2
( Morpurgo, Michael.  War Horse. 1982.  Joey the horse recalls his experiences growing up on an English farm, his struggle for survival as a cavalry horse during World War I, and his reunion with his beloved master. England, 1914.  Grades 7&up, F&P-Z, RL 7.9
( Remarque, Erich Maria.  All quiet on the western front.  1929. Five German students are drafted into World War I.  Germany, 1880-1918.  Grades 11-Adult, F&P-, RL 9.0
( Rostkowski, Margaret I. After the dancing days. 1986. A forbidden friendship with a badly disfigured soldier in the aftermath of World War I forces thirteen-year-old Annie to redefine the word "hero" and to question conventional ideas of patriotism. Kansas. Grades 6-9, F&P-W, RL 5.8
Skurzynski , Gloria.  Good-bye, Billy Radish. 1992. In 1917, as the United States enters World War I, ten-year-old Hank sees change all around him in his western Pennsylvania steel mill town and feels his older Ukrainian friend Billy drifting apart from him. Pennsylvania, 1917. Grades 5-7, F&P-V, RL 5.9
( Slade, Arthur G. Megiddo’s Shadow. 2006. After the death of his beloved older brother Hector in World War I, sixteen-year-old Edward leaves the family farm in Canada to enlist in Hector's battalion, where he attempts to come to terms with what has happened.  Canada, 1917.   Grades 7&up, F&P-V, RL 4.4 

( Trumbo, Dalton.  Johnny got his gun. 1959. The powerful story of a young boy and his tragic fate in World War I makes a terrifying statement on the horrors of war and a compelling plea for peace. America. World War I.  Violent  Grades 10&up, F&P-, RL 8.5
( Winters, Cat.  In the Shadow of Blackbirds. 2013. In San Diego in 1918, as deadly influenza and World War I take their toll, sixteen-year-old Mary Shelley Black watches desperate mourners flock to seances and spirit photographers for comfort and, despite her scientific leanings, must consider if ghosts are real when her first love, killed in battle, returns.  San Diego, CA. World War I.  Influenza Epidemic, 1918-1919.  Grades 8&up, F&P-, RL 6.3
Roaring Twenties (1919 – 1933)

( Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  They called themselves the K.K.K.: the birth of an American terrorist group.  2010. Documents the history and origin of the Ku Klux Klan from its beginning in Pulaski, Tennessee, and provides personal accounts, congressional documents, diaries, and more. 1915-.  Nonfiction - 322.42 BAR Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 11.7
( Blumenthal, Karen.  Bootleg: Murder, moonshine and the lawless years of prohibition.  2011. Chronicles the history of Prohibition in the United States, a period from 1920 to 1933 during which it was illegal to sell or drink alcohol, discussing how what began as a movement to heal social ills, became a burden to ordinary citizens and a boon to criminals.  1920-1933. Nonfiction - 363.41 BLU Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 12.9
( Brooke, Margaret.  Jake’s Orphan.  2000. When taken from an orphanage to work on a farm in North Dakota in 1926, twelve-year-old Tree searches for a home not only for himself but also for his irrepressible younger brother. North Dakota, 1926. Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.5, 6.4
( Bryant, Jen.  Ringside, 1925: Views from the Scopes Trial. 2008. A novel in free verse poems, in which visitors, spectators, and residents of Dayton, Tennessee, in 1925 describe the Scopes "monkey trial" and its effects on that small town and its citizens.  Tennessee, 1925.  Grades 8&up, F&P-, RL 6.2
DeYoung, C. Cocoa. A letter to Mrs. Roosevelt. 1999. Eleven-year-old Margo fulfills a class assignment by writing a letter to Eleanor Roosevelt asking for help to save her family's home during the Great Depression.  Pennsylvania, 1933.  Grades 3-6, F&P-R, RL 3.2 
( Freedman, Russell.  The war to end all wars: World War I.   2009.  Depicts the Allied soldiers, sailors, and pilots of World War I and discusses how the world's most powerful nations became entangled in the bloody conflict against Germany. Includes black and white photographs of the troops, their commanders, and the battles they fought. Nonfiction – 940.3 FRE Grades 7-10, F&P-R, RL 12.6
( Hesse, Karen.  Witness.  2001. A series of poems express the views of various people in a small Vermont town, including a young black girl and a young Jewish girl, during the early 1920s when the Ku Klux Klan is trying to infiltrate the town.  Vermont, 1920s.  Grades 5-9, F&P-W or Z, RL 5.9
( Kerr, M.E.  Your eyes in stars.  2006.  In their small New York town, two teenaged girls become friends while helping each other make sense of their families, neighbors, and selves as they approach adulthood in the years preceding World War II. New York.  Grades 8&up, F&P-T, RL 4.8 
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( Lisle, Janet Taylor.  The art of keeping cool.  2000. In 1942, Robert and his cousin Elliott uncover long-hidden family secrets while staying in their grandparents' Rhode Island town, where they also become involved with a German artist who is suspected of being a spy. Rhode Island.  1942.  Grades 5-8, F&P-T, RL 5.3
( Mazer, Norma Fox.  Good night, Maman.  1999. After spending years fleeing from the Nazis in war-torn Europe, twelve-year-old Karin Levi and her older brother Marc find a new home in a refugee camp in Oswego, New York.  Oswego, NY.  Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 5.0, 5.9
( Mazer, Harry.  Boy at war: a novel of Pearl Harbor. 2001. While fishing with his friends off Honolulu on December 7, 1941, teenaged Adam is caught in the midst of the Japanese attack and through the chaos of the subsequent days tries to find his father, a naval officer who was serving on the U.S.S. Arizona when the bombs fell.  Hawaii. 1941.  Grades 7-9, F&P-T, RL 5.1 
( Mazer, Harry.  Boy no more. 2004.  After his father is killed in the attack on Pearl Harbor, Adam, his mother, and sister are evacuated from Hawaii to California, where he must deal with his feelings about the war, Japanese internment camps, his father, and his own identity.  Japanese Internment, 1942.  Grades 7-9, F&P-T, RL 5.1, 5.6
( Mazer, Harry.  Heroes don’t run.  2004.  To honor his father who died during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, seventeen-year-old Adam eagerly enlists in the Marines in 1944, survives boot camp, and faces combat on the tiny island of Okinawa.  1944.  Grades 7-10, F&P-V, RL 6.1
( Nelson, Peter.  Left for dead:  a young man’s search for justice for the USS Indianapolis.  2003. Recalls the sinking of the U.S.S. Indianapolis at the end of World War II, the Navy cover-up and unfair court martial of the ship's captain, and how a young boy helped the survivors set the record straight fifty-five years later. Nonfiction - 940.54 NEL Grades 6-9, F&P-Z, RL 9.0
( Nicholson, Dorinda Mackin.  Remember World War II: kids who survived to tell their stories. 2005. Presents a collection of stories from World War II, culled from eyewitness accounts, archival images, detailed maps, and a timeline of key events that paint a vivid picture of daily life in wartime as experienced by children who lived through it.  Nonfiction - 940.531 NIC Grades 5-8, F&P-V, RL 6.7
( Nolan, Han.  If I should die before I wake. 1994. As Hilary, a Neo-Nazi initiate, lies in a coma, she is transported back to Poland at the onset of World War II into the life of a Jewish teenager. Poland, 1939?  Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 6.5
( Osborne, Mary Pope. My secret war: the WWII diary of Madeline Beck. 2000. Thirteen-year-old Madeline's diaries for 1941 and 1942 reveal her experiences living on Long Island during World War II while her father is away in the Navy. Long Island, NY.  1941.  Grades 5-9, F&P-R, RL 5.3, 5.5 
( Otsuka, Julia.  When the emperor was divine.  2002.  A novel in which the members of a Japanese American family present their unique perspectives on the experience of being forced into an internment camp during World War II.  Grades 10-Adult, F&P-, RL 4.8
( Patneaude, David.  Thin wood walls.  2004.  Joe Hamada and his family face growing prejudice in their Seattle community after the Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor, and are eventually torn away from their home and sent to a relocation camp in California, even as his older brother joins the U.S. Army to fight in World War II.  Seattle, WA.  Japanese-American Relocation.  1941.  Grades 6-10, F&P-V, RL 3.3, 4.5
( Paterson, Jacob.  Jacob have I  loved. 1981. Feeling deprived all her life of schooling, friends, mother, and even her name by her twin sister, Louise finally begins to find her identity. Chesapeake Bay, Maryland. 1941.  Grades 7-9, F&P-X, RL 5.8
( Pearsall, Shelley.  Jump into the sky.  2012. In 1945, thirteen-year-old Levi is sent to find the father he has not seen in three years, going from Chicago, to segregated North Carolina, and finally to Pendleton, Oregon,where he learns that his father's unit, the all-Black 555th paratrooper battalion, will never see combat but finally has a mission.  America. 1945.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 7.3
( Peck, Richard.  On the wings of heroes.  2007. A boy in Illinois remembers the homefront years of World War II, especially his two heroes--his brother in the Air Force and his father--who fought in the previous war.  Illinois. 1942.  Grades 4-8, F&P-, RL 4.2
Rodman, Mary Anne.  Jimmy’s stars.  2008. In 1943, eleven-year-old Ellie is her brother Jimmy's "best girl," and when he leaves Pittsburgh just before Thanksgiving to fight in World War II, he promises he will return, asks her to leave the Christmas tree up until he does, and reminds her to "let the joy out."  Pittsburg, PA.  1943.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.1
( Rylant, Cynthia.  I had seen castles. 1993. Now an old man, John is haunted by memories of himself as an eighteen-year-old, enlisting to fight in World War II, a decision which forced him to face the horrors of war and changed his life forever. Grades 6-12, F&P-, RL 7.5
( Salisbury, Graham.  Eyes of the emperor.  2005. Following orders from the United States Army, several young Japanese-American men train K-9 units to hunt Asians during World War II.  Honolulu, Hawaii.  Grades 7-10, F&P-W, RL 5.8 
( Salisbury, Graham.  Under the Blood Red Sun.  1994. Tomikazu Nakaji's biggest concerns are baseball, homework, and a local bully, until life with his Japanese family in Hawaii changes drastically after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in December 1941.  Hawaii, 1941.  Grades 5-9, F&P-W, RL 5.8
( Sandler, Martin W.  Imprisoned: the betrayal of Japanese Americans during World War II.  2013. Examines the American internment of Japanese Americans and immigrants in concentration camps during World War II, and the struggle of internees to rebuild their lives after they were freed at the end of the war.  Nonfiction – 940.531 SAN.  Grades 7&up, F&P-Y, RL 12.8
( Smith, Sherri L. Flygirl. 2008. During World War II, a light-skinned African American girl "passes" for white in order to join the Women Airforce Service Pilots. America, 1940s.  Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 4.3
( Stone, Tanya Lee.  Courage has no color: the true story of the Triple Nickles.  2013. Tells the story of America's first black paratroopers during World War II.  Nonfiction – 940.54 STO. Grades 5&up, F&P-Z, RL 10.3
( Tarshis, Lauren.  I Survived: the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  2011. Eleven-year-old Danny Crane witnesses the bombing of Pearl Harbor and must find his way home in the midst of the terror, smoke, and chaos of the attack.  Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.  1941. Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 3.5
Taylor, Mildred D.  Let the circle be unbroken. 1981. Four black children growing up in rural Mississippi during the Depression experience racial antagonisms and hard times, but learn from their parents the pride and self-respect they need to survive.  Mississippi.  Grades 7-12, F&P-X, RL 7.2
( Taylor, Mildred D.  Road to Memphis.  1990. Sadistically teased by two White boys in 1940's rural Mississippi, a Black youth severely injures one of the boys with a tire iron and enlists Cassie's help in trying to flee the state.  Mississippi. 1940s.  Grades 7-10, F&P-X, RL 8.1
Thesman, Jean.  Molly Donnelly.  1993. Twelve-year-old Molly, who lives next door to a Japanese American family and whose cousin is a nurse in the Philippines, experiences many changes in her life when World War II breaks out.  Seattle, WA. 1941.  Grades 7&up, F&P-, RL 4.6, 5.5
Uchida, Yoshiko.  Journey to Topaz: a story of the Japanese-American Evacuation. 1971. After the Pearl Harbor attack an eleven-year-old Japanese-American girl and her family are forced to go to an aliens camp in Utah.  Utah, 1942-1945.   Grades 5-8, F&P-U, RL 6.9
( Wein, Elizabeth.  Code name Verity.  2012. In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as she relates what she must to survive while keeping secret all that she can.  France, 1930-1940s.  Grades 9 & up, F&P-, RL 8.6
( Zindel, Paul.  The Gadget.  2001. In 1945, having joined his father at Los Alamos, where he and other scientists are working on a secret project to end World War II, thirteen-year-old Stephen becomes caught in a web of secrecy and intrigue.  Los Alamos, NM. 1945.  Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 5.3
Cold War (1945 – 1989)

Civil Rights Movement (1942-1968)
( Beals, Melba. Warriors don’t cry: a searing memoir of the battle to integrate Little Rock’s Central High. 1995.  Beals chronicles her harrowing junior year at Central High where she underwent the segregationists' brutal organized campaign of terrorism which included telephone threats, vigilante stalkers, economic blackmailers, rogue police, and much more.  Arkansas, 1957.  Nonfiction – 370.19 BEA  Grades 7&up, F&P-, RL 5.9
( Bowers, Rick. Superman versus the Ku Klux Klan: the true story of how the iconic superhero battled the men of hate.  2012.  Presents a group of interconnected stories that come together in the 1947 collision of the Superman Radio Show and the Ku Klux Klan, following the two Cleveland teenagers who invented Superman as a defender of the powerless, the people who made Superman a media sensation, and the club that spread fear and hate.  Cleveland, 1940s.  Nonfiction – 741.597 BOW  Grades 5&up, F&P-Z, RL 10.9
( Brandeis, Gayle.  My life with the Lincolns.  2010. In 1966 Illinois, twelve-year-old Wilhelmina, convinced that she, her parents, and sisters are Abraham Lincoln's family reincarnated, determines to keep them from suffering the same fates, which is complicated when she and her father become involved in the Civil Rights Movement.  Illinois, 1966. Grades 5-8, F&P-Z, RL 5.5
( Brimner, Lary Dane.  Birmingham Sunday.  2011. Provides an account of the racially-motivated bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama, on September 15, 1963, which resulted in the deaths of four children, and discusses how the tragedy spurred the passage of the landmark 1964 civil rights legislation.  Birmingham, AL, 1963.  Nonfiction – 323.11 BIR  Grades 6-12, F&P-, RL 9.8
( Brimner, Lary Dane.  Black and white: the confrontation between Reverand Fred L. Shuttlesworth and Eugene “Bull” Connor.  2011. Provides an account of the confrontation between civil rights activist Reverend Fred L. Shuttlesworth, and Birmingham, Alabama, police chief Eugene "Bull" Connor, who was determined to keep the city's schools, parks, workplaces, and public facilities segregated.  Alabama, 1950s & 1960s.  Nonfiction – 920 BRI. Grades 6-12, F&P-Z, RL 11.5
( Burg, Shana.  A thousand never evers.  2008. As the civil rights movement in the South gains momentum in 1963 and violence against African-Americans intensifies, residents of the small town of Kuckachoo, Mississippi, including seventh-grader Addie Ann Pickett, begin their own courageous struggle for racial justice.  Mississippi.  1963.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.6
( Crowe, Chris.  Mississippi Trial, 1955.  2002. In Mississippi in 1955, a sixteen-year-old finds himself at odds with his grandfather over issues surrounding the kidnapping and murder of a fourteen-year-old African American from Chicago. Mississippi. 1955.  Grades 7-12, F&P-Z, RL 5.5, 5.7
( Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Watsons go to Birmingham - 1963.  1997.  The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an African American family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically changed after they go to visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 1963. Birmingham, Alabama, 1963.  Grades 5-8, F&P-U, RL 5.0, 5.5 
( Draper, Sharon. Fire from the rock.  2007. Sylvia Patterson's life suddenly changes with the integration of Little Rock's Central High in 1957 when she is selected to be one of the first black students to attend the previously all white school. Little Rock, Arkansas. 1957.  Grades 7-9, F&P-, RL 5.4
( Ellison, Ralph.  Invisible Man. 1952. The narrator traces his life from college and into Harlem where he becomes invisible like other African Americans. Harlem, NYC.  1950s.  Grades 10-Adult, F&P-, RL 7.5
( Freedman, Russell.  Freedom Walkers: The story of the Montgomery bus boycott.  2006. Covers the events surrounding and including the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the end of segregation on buses.  Nonfiction - 323.1 FRE  Grades 4-6, F&P-X, RL 7.7, 8.6
( Freedman, Russell.  Because they marched: the people’s campaign for voting rights that changed America. 2014.  Provides an account of the march for African American voting rights led by Dr. Martin Luther King in January 1965.  Nonfiction - 323.119 FRE  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 6.9
( Hoose, Phillip M.  Claudette Colvin: twice toward justice.  2010. Presents the life of the Alabama teenager who played an integral but little-known role in the Montgomery bus strike of 1955-1956, once by refusing to give up a bus seat, and again, by becoming a plaintiff in the landmark civil rights case against the bus company.  Nonfiction – 921 COL Grades 6&up, F&P-Z, RL 6.8, 8.5
( Kanfield, Teri. The Girl from the Tar Paper School: Barbara Rose Johns and the advent of the Civil Rights Movement. 2014. Describes the peaceful protest organized by teenager Barbara Rose Johns in order to secure a permanent building for her segregated high school in Virginia in 1951, and explains how her actions helped fuel the civil rights movement. Virginia, 1951.  Nonfiction – 921 POW.  Grades 6&up, F&P-Z, RL 6.8, 8.5
( Kidd, Sue Monk. The Secret Life of Bees. 2002. After her "stand-in mother," a bold black woman named Rosaleen, insults the three biggest racists in town, Lily Owens joins Rosaleen on a journey to Tiburon, South Carolina, where they are taken in by three black, bee-keeping sisters. South Carolina, 1964.  Grades 9-Adult, F&P-, RL 7.2
( King, Martin Luther. A Time to Break Silence: the essential works of Martin Luther King, Jr. for students. 2013. A collection for students of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s most well-known and frequently taught works writings and speeches.  Nonfiction – 323.092 KIN YA, F&P-, RL 
( Krisher, Trudy.  Spite Fences.  1994.  As she struggles with her troubled relationship with her mother during the summer of 1960, a young girl is also drawn into the violence, hatred, and racial tension in her small Georgia town. Georgia, 1960.  Grades 8-12, F&P-, RL 5.2
( Lester, Julius.  Guardian. 2008. In a rural southern town in 1946, a white man and his son witness the lynching of an innocent black man. South.  1946.  Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 5.2
( Levine, Kristin.  Lions of Little Rock. 2012. Twelve-year-old Marlee develops a strong friendship with Liz, the new girl in school, but when Liz suddenly stops attending school and Marlee hears a rumor that her friend is actually an African American girl passing herself off as white, the two young girls must decide whether their friendship is worth taking on integration and the dangers it could bring to their families. Arkansas.  1958.  Grades 5-8, F&P-X, RL 3.5
( Levinson, Cynthia.  We’ve got a job: the 1963 Birmingham Children’s March. 2012. Discusses the 1963 Birmingham Children's March in Birmingham, Alabama. Birmingham, AL.  Nonfiction – 323.11 LEV  Grades 6-12, F&P-Z, RL 8.6
( Lewis, John. March, book 1. 2013. Presents in graphic novel format the life of Georgia congressman John Lewis, focusing on his youth in rural Alabama, his meeting with Martin Luther King Jr., and the birth of the Nashville Student Movement.  Nonfiction – 741.5 LEW Grades 8&up, F&P-, RL 5.6
( Long, Mark.  The Silence of our Friends. 2012. A black family and a white family in 1960s Texas find common ground during the Civil Rights Movement. Texas, 1960s. Nonfiction – 741.597 LON  Grades 6 & up, F&P-, RL 2.7
( Lynch, Chris.  Gold dust. 2000.  In 1975, twelve-year-old Richard befriends Napolean, a Caribbean newcomer to his Catholic school, hoping that Napoleon will learn to love baseball and the Red Sox, and will win acceptance in the racially polarized Boston school.  Boston, MA.  School busing.  1975. Grades 5-8, F&P-S, RL 5.2, 6.2
( Magoon, Kekla.  Fire in the Streets. 2012.   Sequel to: The rock and the river. In the aftermath of Dr. King's assassination in 1968, Chicago fourteen-year-old Maxie longs to join the Black Panthers, whether or not her brother Raheem, ex-boyfriend Sam, or her friends like it, and is soon caught up in the violence of anti-war and civil rights demonstrations.  Chicago, Illinois. 1968.  Grades 7&up, F&P-, RL 3.7
( Magoon, Kekla.  Rock and the river. 2009.  In 1968 Chicago, fourteen-year-old Sam Childs is caught in a conflict between his father's nonviolent approach to seeking civil rights for African-Americans and his older brother, who has joined the Black Panther Party.  Chicago, Illinois. 1968.  Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 3.9
( Martin, Ann M. A corner of the Universe.  2002. The summer that Hattie turns twelve, she meets the childlike uncle she never knew and becomes friends with a girl who works at the carnival that comes to Hattie's small town.  1960.   Grades 6-8, F&P-Y, RL 6.1

( McDonald, Joyce. Devil on my heels. 2004. In 1959 fifteen-year-old Dove, the daughter of a prosperous orange grower in Benevolence, Florida, feels increasingly uneasy after learning of acts of racism against the African American orange pickers by those close to her. Florida, 1959.  Grades 6-10, F&P-R, RL 4.4, 4.5
( McKissack, Patricia.  A friendship for today. 2007.  Twelve-year-old Rosemary Patterson learns that she will be attending an all-white school in the fall; but when her best friend is diagnosed with polio, she must face the first day of school alone.  Missouri, 1954.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.1
( McWhorter, Diane.  A dream of freedom: the civil rights movement from 1954 to 1968.  In this history of the modern Civil Rights movement, the author focuses on the monumental events that occurred between 1954 (the year of Brown v. the Board of Education) and 1968 (the year that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated).   Nonfiction – 323.1 MCW  Grades 5-9, F&P-Z, RL 9.1, 10.5
( Mitchell, Don. The Freedom Summer Murders. 2014.  Look at how the disappearance and murders of civil rights workers Mickey Schwerner, Andrew Goodman, and James Chaney would help bring about civil rights and social justice.  Mississippi, 1964.  Nonfiction – 323.119 MIT Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 10.7
( Myers, Walter Dean.  Journal of Biddy Owens: the Negro Leagues.  2001. Teenager Biddy Owens' 1948 journal about working for the Birmingham Black Barons includes the games and the players, racism the team faces from New Orleans to Chicago, and his family's resistance to his becoming a professional baseball player. Includes a historical note about the evolution of the Negro Leagues. 1948.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.2
( Nolan, Han.  Summer of Kings. 2006. Over the course of the summer of 1963, fourteen-year-old Esther Young discovers the passion within her when eighteen-year-old King-Roy Johnson, accused of murdering a white man in Alabama, comes to live with her family.  Alabama, 1963.  Grades 6-9, F&P-W, RL 6.4
( Osborne, Linda Barrett.  Miles to go for freedom: segregation & civil rights in the Jim Crow years.  2012.  Describes the lives of African Americans during the Jim Crow years, a period of legal segregation and discrimination from the 1890s through the 1950s, including photographs and interviews with African Americans who were young during this time and other primary resources.  Nonfiction - 305.896 OSB.  Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 8.4
( Partridge, Elizabeth.  Marching for Freedom: Walk together, children, and don’t you grow weary. 2009. Recounts the three months of protest that took place before Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s landmark march from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery to promote equal rights and help African-Americans earn the right to vote.  Civil Rights, 1965. Nonfiction – 323.11 PAR  Grades 6&up, F&P-, RL 6.6, 7.5 
( Rubin, Susan Goldman.  Freedom Summer: the 1964 struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi. 2014.  Introduces the efforts of student volunteers who traveled to Mississippi in 1964 to encourage African Americans to exercise their right to vote, and dicusses the violent resistance they faced from supporters of segregation. Mississippi, 1964.  Nonfiction – 323.119 RUB Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 8.3
( Scattergood, Augusta. Glory Be. 2012.  Gloriana faces her twelfth birthday in 1964 and struggles with the changes she sees happening around her, but while she struggles to understand the shift in her relationships with her sister--who is about to enter high school--and her best friend, Frankie, Gloriana witnesses tempers rise in a debate over a segregated public pool.  Mississippi, 1964.  Grades 4-7, F&P-V, RL 4.3
( Shalant, Phyllis.  When pirates came to Brooklyn.  2002. Lee Bloom, a ten-year-old Jewish girl living in 1960s Brooklyn, begins to become aware of the prejudices the people around her have towards others of different religions and races.  Brooklyn.  1960s.  Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 5.1

( Shahan, Sherry.  Purple Daze. 2011. Six high school students in a high school in Los Angeles in 1965 express their experiences and feelings in journal entries, notes, letters and poems. Los Angeles, CA, 1965.   Grades 9&up, F&P-, RL 5.4
( Sharenow, Robert.  My mother the cheerleader.  2007.  Thirteen-year-old Louise uncovers secrets about her family and her neighborhood during the violent protests over school desegregation in 1960 New Orleans.  New Orleans. 1960.  Grades 8-10, F&P-, RL 5.4

( Sheinkin, Steve. Port Chicago 50: disaster, mutiny and the fight for civil rights. 2014. Describes the fifty black sailors who refused to work in unsafe and unfair conditions after an explosion in Port Chicago killed 320 servicemen, and how the incident influenced civil rights. Port Chicago, California. 1944.  Nonfiction – 940.545 SHE Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 7.4
( Smiley, Jane.  The Georges and the Jewels. 2009.  Seventh-grader Abby Lovitt grows up on her family's California horse ranch in the 1960s, learning to train the horses her father sells and trying to reconcile her strict religious upbringing with her own ideas about life. California, 1960s.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 7.6
( Stockett, Kathryn.  The Help. 2009. In Jackson, Mississippi, in 1962, there are lines that are not crossed. With the civil rights movement exploding all around them, three women start a movement of their own, forever changing a town and the way women--black and white, mothers and daughters--view one another.  Mississippi. 1962.  YA-Adult, F&P-, RL 4.4
( Tougas, Shelly. Birmingham, 1963: How a photograph rallied Civil Rights support.  2011. Explores and analyzes the historical context and significance of the iconic Charles Moore photograph of three African-Americans teens being hit by a blast of water during a civil rights protest. Birmingham, AL, 1963. Nonfiction - 323.1196 TOU Grades 6&up, F&P-, RL 7
( Tougas, Shelly. Little Rock girl 1957: How a photograph changed the fight for integration.  2012. Recounts the events surrounding the 1957 photograph taken by Will Counts that captured one of nine African-American students trying to enter an Arkansas high school while being taunted by an angry white mob and discusses how the photo brought the civil rights movement to the forefront of the nation's attention. Arkansas, 1957. Nonfiction - 379.2 TOU Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 5.6
( Watkins, Steve.  Down Sand Mountain. 2008. In a small Florida mining town in 1966, twelve-year-old Dewey faces one worst-day-ever after another, but comes to know that the issues he faces about bullies, girls, race, and identity are part of the adult world, as well. Florida. 1966.  Grades 7-9, F&P-X, RL 5.4

( Wiles, Deborah.  Revolution. 2014. It's 1964 in Greenwood, Mississippi, and Sunny's town is being invaded by people from up north who are coming to help people register to vote. Her personal life isn't much better, as a new stepmother, brother, and sister are crowding into her life, giving her little room to breathe. Mississippi, 1964.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 5.5
( Williams-Garcia, Rita. One Crazy summer. 2010.  In the summer of 1968, after travelling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to spend a month with the mother they barely know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome as they discover that their mother, a dedicated poet and printer, is resentful of the intrusion of their visit and wants them to attend a nearby Black Panther summer camp.  California, 1968.  Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 4.6
 Williams-Garcia, Rita. P.S. Be Eleven. 2013.  Sequel to: One crazy Summer. After spending the summer of 1968 with their mother and the Black Panthers, Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern return home to Brooklyn with a new feeling of independence, but they discover their father has a new girlfriend, Uncle Darnell has come home from Vietnam a changed man, and Big Ma still expects Delphine to take care of everything. Feeling overwhelmed, Delphine writes to her mother, who reminds her to enjoy being eleven and not grow up too fast.  Brooklyn, late 1960s.  Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 4.6
White, Ruth.  Way down deep. 2007.  In the West Virginia town of Way Down Deep in the 1950s, a foundling called Ruby June is happily living with Miss Arbutus at the local boarding house when suddenly, after the arrival of a family of outsiders, the mystery of Ruby's past begins to unravel. West Virginia.  1950s.  Grades 4-7, F&P-U, RL 4.8, 6.1
Vietnam War (1960-1975)

Antle, Nancy.  Tough Choices: a story of the Vietnam War.  1993.  Samantha finds herself torn by her loyalty to her two brothers, one a soldier recently returned from the war in Vietnam and the other a war protester.  1968.  Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 6.6
( Bao Ninh.  The sorrow of war: a novel of North Vietnam.  1996.  Kien, an ex-soldier and struggling writer, tries to come to grips with his painful youth, shattered love, and the horrors of the Vietnam conflict.  YA-Adult, F&P-, RL 6.6
( Bryant, Jen.  Kaleidoscope Eyes. 2009. In 1968, with the Vietnam War raging, thirteen-year-old Lyza inherits a project from her deceased grandfather, who had been using his knowledge of maps and the geography of Lyza's New Jersey hometown to locate the lost treasure of Captain Kidd.  New Jersey. 1968.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.6
( Burg, Ann E.  All the broken pieces: a novel in verse. 2009.  Two years after being airlifted out of Vietnam in 1975, Matt Pin is haunted by the terrible secret he left behind and, now, in a loving adoptive home in the United States, a series of profound events forces him to confront his past.  1977.  Grades 6-8, F&P-, RL 4.1
 Couloumbis, Audrey.  Summer’s End.  2005. Three teenaged cousins worry about their uncle who is missing in Vietnam, their brothers--the one who was drafted and the two who are dodging the draft, and the effects of their absence on the four generations gathered at the family farm in the summer of 1965.  1965.  Grades 7-10, F&P-Y, RL 5.1
( Crist-Evans, Craig.  Amaryllis. 2006. Jimmy and his older brother Frank share a love of surfing and their problems with a drunken father, until Frank turns eighteen and goes to Vietnam.  Florida.  Late 1967 (close to red tag).  Grades 7-12, F&P-Z, RL 5.9 
Dowell, Frances O’Roark.  Shooting the Moon.  2008.  When her brother is sent to fight in Vietnam, twelve-year-old Jamie begins to reconsider the army world that she has grown up in.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.7
Ellis, Mary Relindes.  Turtle Warrior. 2005. When his older brother James leaves the family farm to enlist in the Marines and fight in Vietnam, young Bill is left to protect his mother and himself from his brutal, hard-drinking father.  Wisconsin. 1967.  YA-Adult, F&P-, RL 6.1
( Hobbs, Valerie.  Sonny’s war. 2002. In the late 1960s, fourteen-year-old Cori's life is greatly changed by the sudden death of her father and her brother's tour of duty in Vietnam.  California.  Late 1960s. Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 5.8 
( Holt, Kimberly Wills.  When Zachary Beaver came to town. 1999. During the summer of 1971 in a small Texas town, thirteen-year-old Toby and his best friend Cal meet the star of a sideshow act, 600-pound Zachary, the fattest boy in the world.  Texas. 1971.  Grades 6-9, F&P-Y, RL 5.0, 5.8
( Hughes, Dean.  Search and destroy.  2005.  Recent high school graduate Rick Ward, undecided about his future and eager to escape his unhappy home life, joins the army and experiences the horrors of the war in Vietnam.  1969.  Grades 8&up, F&P-, RL 4.7
( Kadohata, Cynthia.  Cracker! The Best dog in Vietnam.  A young soldier in Vietnam bonds with his bomb-sniffing dog. 1960s.  Grades 5-8, F&P-T, RL 4.2, 5.9
( Lai, Thanhha.  Inside out and back again. 2011. hrough a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when she, her mother, and her brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama. Alabama, 1975.  Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 5.6
( Laiz, Jana.  Weeping under this same moon. 2008.  Recounts the story of two teenage girls, a Vietnamese artist named Wei, whose life is disrupted by the Vietnam War, and an American high school student named Hannah, covering their friendship when Hannah learns about the plight of the Boat People, or refugees of the war.  YA, F&P-, RL 4.7
( Lynch, Chris.  I pledge allegiance. 2011. Best friends Morris, Rudi, Ivan, and Beck, having been either drafted or enlisted in the military during the Vietnam War, pledge they will come home together, and Morris, a sailor on the USS "Boston," relies on that promise to stay strong while his courage and resolve are tested under attack.  Vietnam,.  Grades 8-11, F&P- , RL 5.6

( Lynch, Chris.  Sharpshooter. 2012. Ivan fearlessly enlists in the United States Army in hopes of becoming a war hero like his father, but after being trained as a sniper and getting sent into the jungle of Vietnam, Ivan begins to question the war.  Vietnam.  Grades 8-11, F&P- Z, RL 5.5
( Myers, Walter Dean.  Fallen angels. 1988. Seventeen-year-old Richie Perry, just out of his Harlem high school, enlists in the Army in the summer of 1967 and spends a devastating year on active duty in Vietnam.  Harlem, 1967.  Grades 10-12, F&P- , RL 8.1
( Nelson, Theresa.  And one for all.  1989. Twelve-year-old Geraldine's close relationship with her older brother Wing and his friend Sam changes when Wing joins the Marines and Sam leaves for Washington to join a peace march.  New York, 1966-1968.  Grades 6-10, F&P-V, RL 6.8
( O’Brien, Tim.  Things they carried. 1990. Heroic young men carry the emotional weight of their lives to war in Vietnam in a patchwork account of a modern journey into the heart of darkness.  YA-Adult, F&P-, RL 9.0
Saenz, Benjamin Alire. Sammy and Juliana in Hollywood. 2004. As a Chicano boy living in the unglamorous town of Hollywood, New Mexico, and a member of the graduating class of 1969, Sammy Santos faces the challenges of "gringo" racism, unpopular dress codes, the Vietnam War, barrio violence, and poverty.  New Mexico, 1969.  Grades 9-12, F&P-, RL 3.6
( Schmidt, Gary D.  Okay for now. 2011. Fourteen-year-old Doug Swieteck faces many challenges, including an abusive father, a brother traumatized by Vietnam, suspicious teachers and police officers, and isolation, but when he meets a girl known as Lil Spicer, he develops a close relationship with her and finds a safe place at the local library.  New York, 1968. YA-Adult, F&P-, RL 9.0
( Schmidt, Gary D.  Wednesday Wars.  2007.  During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all his classmates go to either Catechism or Hebrew school, seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker's classroom where they read the plays of William Shakespeare and Holling learns much of value about the world he lives in.  Long Island, NY. 1967. Grades 5-8, F&P-X, RL 6.2
( Sherlock, Pattie.  Letters from Wolfie.  2004. Certain that he is doing the right thing by donating his dog, Wolfie, to the Army's scout program in Vietnam, thirteen-year-old Mark begins to have second thoughts when the Army refuses to say when and if Wolfie will ever return.  1960s. Grades 6-9, F&P-W, RL 5.8
 Talbert, Marc.  The Purple Heart.  1992. When his wounded father is sent home early from Vietnam, Luke finds it difficult to adjust to the troubled, emotionally shaken man who seems so unlike the fearless hero of his dreams. Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 6.2
( Testa, Maria.  Almost Home.  2010. A young girl describes what she, her brother, and their mother do during the year that her doctor father is serving in the Army in Vietnam.  1967. Grades 4-7, F&P-Q, RL 5.2
( Wallace, Rich.  War & Watermelons.  2011. As the summer of 1969 turns to fall in their New Jersey town, twelve-year-old Brody plays football in his first year at junior high while his older brother's protest of the war in Vietnam causes tension with their father.  1969. Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 3.5
( Warren, Andrea.  Escape from Saigon: how a Vietnam war orphan became an American boy. 2004.  Chronicles the experiences of an orphaned Amerasian boy from his birth and early childhood in Saigon through his departure from Vietnam in the 1975 Operation Babylift and his subsequent life as the adopted son of an American family in Ohio.  Ohio, 1975.  Grades 5-12, F&P-, RL 6.2
( White, Ellen Emerson. Where have all the flowers gone: the diary of Molly MacKenzie Flaherty. 2002. In 1968 Massachusetts, after her brother Patrick goes to fight in Vietnam, fifteen-year-old Molly records in her diary how she misses her brother, volunteers at a Veterans' Administration Hospital, and tries to make sense of the war in Vietnam and the tumultuous events in the United States. Boston, MA, 1968.  Grades 5-9, F&P-V, RL 5.0, 5.9
(  White, Ellen Emerson.  Journal of Patrick Seamus Flaherty: United States Marine Corps. 2002. An eighteen-year-old Marine records in his journal his experiences in Vietnam during the siege of Khe Sanh, 1967-1968. Grades 6-9, F&P-Z, RL 5.3, 5.8
( White, Ellen Emerson.  The Road Home. 1995.  Rebecca, a young nurse stationed in Vietnam during the war, must come to grips with her wartime experiences once she returns home to the United States. Grades 8-12, F&P-, RL 6.5, 7.1, 7.5
Miscellaneous

( Ashley-Hollinger, Mika. Precious Bones. 2012.  In 1949 in the Florida Everglades, a ten-year-old girl called Bones, whose father is part Miccosukee Indian, tries to discover what really happened when he is accused of two murders and sent to jail.  Everglades, FL. 1949. Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 4.5
( Auch, Mary Jane.  One-handed catch.  2006. After losing his hand in an accident in his father's butcher shop in 1946, sixth-grader Norman uses hard work and humor to learn to live with his disability and to succeed at baseball, art, and other activities. New York, 1946.  Grades 5-8, F&P-U, RL 5.0, 6.1
Baker, Julie.  Up Molasses Mountain.  2002.  When union members arrive to organize their West Virginia coal mining town, fourteen-year-old Clarence Henderson, shunned for his cleft lip, and his neighbor Elizabeth Braxton narrate the changes in their own lives and in the lives of everyone in their community.  West Virginia, 1953.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 4.4

( Bascomb, Neal.  The Nazi Hunters: how a team of spies and survivors captured the world’s most notorious Nazi.  2013.  Presents the history of the group of spies, Holocaust survivors, and lawyers who persued Adolf Eichmann, a Nazi war criminal, for fifteen years in order to bring him to justice for his leadership role in the killing of thousands of Jews during World War II.  1961-.  Nonfiction – 264.151 BAS Grades 8&up, F&P-, RL 8.5
( Blake, Stephanie.  Marble Queen. 2012.  In 1959, ten-year-old Freedom Jane McKenzie wants to enter and win the marble competition at the Autumn Jubilee and win the title of Marble Queen, but first she must convince Mama that competing with boys is okay.  Idaho.  1959.  Grades 5-7,  F&P-, RL 4.1
Blumes, Lesley M.M. Rising Star of Rusty Nail.  2007.  In the small town of Rusty Nail, Minnesota, in the early 1950s, musically talented ten-year-old Franny wants to take advanced piano lessons from newcomer Olga Malenkov, a famous Russian musician suspected of being a communist spy by gossipy members of the community.  Minnesota, 1953.  Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 5.2
( Blundell, Judy.  What I saw and how I lied.  2009.  In 1947, with her jovial stepfather Joe back from the war and family life returning to normal, teenage Evie, smitten by the handsome young ex-GI who seems to have a secret hold on Joe, finds herself caught in a complicated web of lies whose devastating outcome change her life and that of her family forever.  Florida, 1947.  Grades 9&up, F&P-, RL 4.1
( Blundell, Judy.  Strings Attached.  2011. When she drops out of school and struggles to start a career on Broadway in the fall of 1950, seventeen-year-old Kit Corrigan accepts help from an old family friend, a lawyer said to have ties with the mob, who then asks her to do some favors for him.  NYC, 1950. Grades 9-12, F&P-, RL 4.7
Crum, Shutta.  Spitting Image. 2003. In the small town of Baylor, Kentucky, twelve-year-old Jessie K. Bovey and her friends confront some of life's questions during their summer vacation in the late 1960s.  Kentucky, 1967.  Grades 5-8, F&P-W, RL 6.4
( Cushman, Karen.  Loud silence of Francine Green. 2006.  In 1949, thirteen-year-old Francine goes to Catholic school in Los Angeles where she becomes best friends with a girl who questions authority and is frequently punished by the nuns, causing Francine to question her own values.  Los Angeles, CA, 1949.  McCarthy Era. Grades 6-9, F&P-R, RL 4.3
 Easton, Kelly.  Life history of a star. 2001. For more than a year, fourteen-year-old Kristin uses her diary to record her confused thoughts about the physical changes brought on by adolescence and the emotional strain on her family of living with the ghost of her beloved older brother who was physically and mentally destroyed while serving in Vietnam.  California, 1973.  Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 5.9
( Gonzalez, Christina Diaz.  The Red Umbrella.  2010.  In 1961 after Castro has come to power in Cuba, fourteen-year-old Lucia and her seven-year-old brother are sent to the United States when her parents, who are not in favor of the new regime, fear that the children will be taken away from them as others have been.  Nebraska, 1961.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 3.8
( Guterson, David.  Snow Falling on Cedars.  1994.  After returning from internment and trying to get his land back, Kabuo Miyomoto is arrested and tried for the murder of Carl Heine.  Washington State, 1950s.  Adult, F&P-

( Hart, Elva Trevino.  Barefoot Heart: Stories of a migrant child. 1999. Follows the life of the daughter of a family of migrant workers, who spent her childhood traveling between Texas and Minnesota in search of work, but who also eventually left poverty and her uneducated past behind her. Texas.  Minnesota. Wisconsin, 1953-.  Nonfiction – 921 HAR  Grades 11-Adult, F&P-, RL 5.7
(  Hawkins, Aaron.  The year money grew on trees.  2010. In early 1980s New Mexico, thirteen-year-old Jackson Jones recruits his cousins and sisters to help tend an elderly neighbor's neglected apple orchard for the chance to make big money and, perhaps, to own the orchard.  New Mexico, 1980s. Grades 5-8, F&P-U, RL 5.3
( Hemphill, Helen.  Runaround.  2007.  Thirteen-year-old Olivene Love gets tangled up in a murder mystery when her itinerant preaching family arrives in the small town of Binder, Arkansas in 1957.  Alabama, 1957. Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 5.4
( Hilmo, Tess.  With a name like love.  2011.  In Kentucky in the 1960s, partly as revenge against her older sister for publicly embarrassing her, eleven-year-old Sassy decides to make the handsomest boy in the neighborhood her boyfriend, but first she has to find out what makes a boy like a girl, and how to know when he does.  Kentucky, 1960s. Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 4.4
Holm, Jennifer L.  Penny from heaven.  2006. As she turns twelve during the summer of 1953, Penny gains new insights into herself and her family while also learning a secret about her father's death.  New Jersey, 1953.  Grades 5-8, F&P-T, RL 5.2
( Holt, Kimberly Willis.  Dancing in Cadillac light.  2001. In 1968, eleven-year-old Jaynell's life in the town of Moon, Texas, is enlivened when her eccentric Grandpap comes to live with her family.  Moon, Texas, 1968.  Grades 5-8, F&P-R or T, RL 5.5
Holt, Kimberly Willis.  My Louisiana Sky. 1998.  Growing up in Saitter, Louisiana, in the 1950s, twelve-year-old Tiger Ann struggles with her feelings about her stern, but loving grandmother, her mentally slow parents, and her good friend and neighbor, Jesse.  Louisiana, 1950s.  Grades 6-8, F&P-T, RL 5.9
( Johnston, Tony.  Bone by bone by bone.  In 1950s Tennessee, ten-year-old David's racist father refuses to let him associate with his best friend Malcolm, an African American boy.  Tennessee, 1950s.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 4.2
( Kadohata, Cynthia.  Kira-Kira. 2004. Chronicles the close friendship between two Japanese-American sisters growing up in rural Georgia during the late 1950s and early 1960s, and the despair when one sister becomes terminally ill.  Georgia, 1950s. Grades 6-12, F&P-X, RL 4.9, 5.8 
Kidd, Ronald.  Year of the Bomb. 2009.  In 1955 California, as "Invasion of the Body Snatchers" is filmed in their hometown, thirteen-year-old Arnie discovers a real enemy when he and three friends go against a young government agent determined to find communists at a nearby university or on the movie set.  California, 1955.  Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 3.7
(  Kleist, Reinhard. The Boxer: The True Story of Holocaust survivor Harry Haft. 2014. Presents in graphic novel format of the life of Harry Haft, a Holocaust survivor who was forced to fight other Jews in the concentration camps during World War II for the perverse entertainment of SS officers and managed to escape the camps and find freedom in America. Poland, 1941. Nonfiction – 921 KLE Adult, F&P-, RL 
Krisher, Trudy.  Fallout. 2006.  The move of an unconventional Hollywood family to a coastal North Carolina town in the early 1950s results not only in an unlikely friendship between high school age Genevieve and newcomer Brenda but also in a challenge to traditional ways of thinking.  North Carolina, 1950s.  Grades 7&up, F&P-Z, RL 7.2
( Levine, Ellen.  Catch a tiger by the toe.  2005.  In the Bronx, New York, during the McCarthy era, twelve-year-old Jamie keeps a terrible secret about her family, but when the truth is exposed, her parents lose their jobs and she is fired from the school newspaper.  New York City. McCarthy Era. 1950s.  Grades 6-8, F&P-, RL 3.7

( Leyson, Leon. The Boy on the Wooden Box: how the impossible became possible. 2013. Leon Leyson describes growing up in Poland, being forced from home to ghetto to concentration camps by the Nazis, and being saved by Oskar Schindler.  Nonfiction – 921 LEY Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 7
Lyon, George Ella.  Sonny’s house of spies. 2004. In a small Alabama town in 1947-1956, Sonny searches for answers about his father's disappearance, "Uncle Marty," who looks after the family, and Mamby, their black housekeeper.  Alabama, 1950s. Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 5.3
Madden, Karry.  Gentle’s Holler.  2005.  In the early 1960s, twelve-year-old songwriter Livy Two Weems dreams of seeing the world beyond the Maggie Valley, North Carolina, holler where she lives in poverty with her parents and eight brothers and sisters, but understands that she must put family first.  North Carolina, 1960s.  Grades 6-8, F&P-, RL 5.6
Moses, Shelia P. The Legend of Buddy Bush. 2004. In 1947, twelve-year-old Pattie Mae is sustained by her dreams of escaping Rich Square, North Carolina, and moving to Harlem when her Uncle Buddy is under arrest for attempted rape of a white woman and her grandfather is diagnosed with a terminal brain tumor.  North Carolina, 1947. Grades 6-9, F&P-X, RL 4.6, 6.8
( Murphy, Pat.  Wild Girls. 2007.Twelve-year-old Joan, worried that she will not have any friends when her family moves from Connecticut to California, bonds right away with Sarah, a girl who prefers to be called Fox, and the two spend a joyous summer playing outside, making up stories, and attending a writing class.  California, 1974.  Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 4.2
( Morpurgo, Michael.  Shadow. 2012. Teenager Aman and his mother lose their loyal spaniel Shadow while escaping Afghanistan to flee to England, and they must depend on a friend and his grandfather to enable Shadow's return.  Afghanistan - England.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 4.9
( Park, Linda Sue.  Keeping Score.  2008.  During the 1950s, young Maggie struggles to will her beloved Brooklyn Dodgers to a victory in the World Series and wishes that her friend Jim, a soldier in Korea, would answer her letters.  Korean War.  New York City. Brooklyn, NY. 1951. Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 4.7
( Peck, Richard.  A season of gifts.  2009.   A companion novel to: A long way from Chicago and A year down yonder. Relates the surprising gifts bestowed on twelve-year-old Bob Barnhart and his family, who have recently moved to a small Illinois town in 1958, by their larger-than-life neighbor, Mrs. Dowdel.  Illinois, 1958.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.6
( Sandler, Martin W.  Kennedy through the lens: how photography and television revealed and shaped an extraordinary leader.  2011.  Examines the public life of John F. Kennedy as it was captured on film and discusses how the thirty-fifth President of the United States used color photography and television to advance his political agenda.  Nonfiction – 921 KEN Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 9.7
( Schmidt, Gary D.  Wednesday Wars.  2007.  During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all his classmates go to either Catechism or Hebrew school, seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker's classroom where they read the plays of William Shakespeare and Holling learns much of value about the world he lives in.  Long Island, NY. 1967. Grades 5-8, F&P-X, RL 6.2
( Shank, Marilyn Sue.  Child of the Mountains.  2013.  Lidia is raised poor in the Appalachian Mountains of West Virginia with her widowed mother, her younger brother, BJ--who has cystic fibrosis--and her Gran in the early 1950s, but when Gran and BJ die and her mother is jailed unjustly, Lydia must try to remain strong and clear her mother's name, even after she learns a shocking secret from the uncle with whom she is sent to live. Appalachian Mountains, WV. 1953.  Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 4.7
( Shimko, Bonnie.  The Private Thoughts of Amelia E. Rye.  2010.  Set in upstate New York in the early 1960s.  Growing up in a small town in upstate New York during the 1960s, a young girl, unwanted by her mother, searches for love and acceptance. Upstate NY.  1960s.  Grades 4-6, F&P-W, RL 4.8
( Swanson, James. “The President has been shot”: the assassination of John F. Kennedy. 2013. Looks at the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and related events, including his funeral and the apprehension of his killer. Dallas, TX. 1963.  Nonfiction – 973.922 SWA Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 10.2
( Tucker, Todd.  Over and Under.  2008.  The bond of friendship is tested when the fathers of two twelve-year-old boys become enemies during the Borden Casket Company labor strike -- one is a manager, and the other is a union laborer -- as the boys, Andy and Tom, share one last life-changing summer.  Indiana, 1979.  Grades 11-Adult, F&P-, RL 
( Vawter, Vince.  Paperboy.  2013. When an eleven-year-old boy takes over a friend's newspaper route in July, 1959, in Memphis, his debilitating stutter makes for a memorable month. Memphis, TN. 1959.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 7.3
( White, Ruth.  Little Audrey.  2009. In 1948, eleven-year-old Audrey lives with her father, mother, and three younger sisters in Jewell Valley, a coal mining camp in Southwest Virginia, where her mother still mourns the death of a baby, her father goes on drinking binges on paydays, and Audrey tries to recover from the scarlet fever that has left her skinny and needing to wear glasses. Virginia, 1948.  Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 3.5
( White, Ruth.  Memories of Summer.  2000. In 1955, thirteen-year-old Lyric finds her whole life changing when her family moves from the hills of Virginia to a town in Michigan and her older sister Summer begins descending into mental illness.  Michigan, 1955.  Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 5.1
( Wiles, Debbie.  Countdown.  2010.  As eleven-year-old Franny Chapman deals with drama at home and with her best friend in 1962, she tries to understand the larger problems in the world after President Kennedy announces that Russia is sending nuclear missiles to Cuba.  Washington, D.C., 1962.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.3
( Wolff, Virginia Euwer.  Bat 6.  In small town, post-World War Oregon, twenty-one 6th grade girls recount the story of an annual softball game, during which one girl's bigotry comes to the surface.  Oregon, 1949.  Grades 5-9, F&P-Z, RL 4.8, 5.1
Changing World (1989 – present)

( Na, An.  Step from Heaven. 2001. A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn English and adjust to life in America. Grades 8-12, F&P-, RL 5.5, 7.1

( Bowden, Mark.  Black Hawk Down. .  A narrative of how ninety-nine elite American soldiers find themselves trapped in Mogadishu, Somalia, and how they fought their way out during Operation Restore Hope. Somalia, 1992-1993.  Nonfiction – 967.73 BOW  YA-Adult, F&P-, RL 8.1

Others

( Freedman, Russell. Angel Island; Gateway to Gold Mountain. 2013. Explores the lives and treatment of Asian immigrants detained at Angel Island Immigration Station in San Francisco, California, during the early twentieth century. Angel Island, CA. 1910-1940.  Nonfiction – 979.46 FRE Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 7.6
( Gaines, Ernest. The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman: an autobiography. 1971. A 110-year-old African-American woman reminisces about her life, which has stretched from the days of slavery to the black militancy and civil rights movements of the 1960s.  Louisiana. YA-Adult, F&P-, RL 4.6, 7.1, 8.0
( Gratz, Alan.  The Brooklyn Nine: a novel in nine innings.  2009.  Follows the fortunes of a German immigrant family through nine generations, beginning in 1845, as they experience American life and play baseball.  New York, 1845-2008.  Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 5.5
( Hopkinson, Deborah.  Up before Daybreak: Cotton and people in America.  Read about the importance of cotton in America's history and learn about the lives of people who picked it and worked with it.  1607-1950s.  Nonfiction – 331.7 HOP  Grades 4-8, F&P-Y, RL 7, 7.2
Hostetter, Joyce.  Healing water: a Hawaiian story.  2008.  When teenaged Pia is sent to Hawaii's leprosy settlement on Molokai Island in the 1860s, he chooses anger and self-reliance as his means of survival, but the faithful examples of other villagers and one remarkable priest threaten to destroy his desire for revenge.  Molokai Island.  1860s.  Grades 5&up, F&P-, RL 4.5
McKissack, Patricia.  Black Hands, white sails: the story of African American Whalers.  1999.  A history of African-American whalers between 1730 and 1880, describing their contributions to the whaling industry and their role in the abolitionist movement.  Nonfiction.   Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 9
McKissack, Patrica.  Black Diamond: the Story of the Negro baseball leagues.  1998. Traces the history of baseball in the Negro Leagues and its great heroes, including Monte Irwin, Buck Leonard, and Cool Papa Bell. Nonfiction.  AR-4, F&P-Q, RL 6.9
( Myers, Walter Dean.  The Glory Field.  1994.  Lester, Julius.  Long journey home: stories from Black history.  1998.  Presents six stories about African-Americans who contributed to the movement for freedom from slavery.  From Slavery to Reconstruction.  Grades 7-10, F&P-X, RL 5.8
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