7th Grade U.S. History 


Historical Fiction and NonFiction Tie-ins


Native American Culture

( Dorris, Michael.  Sees behind trees. 1999.  A Native American boy with a special gift to "see" beyond his poor eyesight journeys with an old warrior to a land of mystery and beauty.  Pre-colonial period.  Grades 4-7, F&P-T, RL 5.2
( Freedman, Russell.  Who was first?: discovering the Americas. 2007.  Was Christopher Columbus the first person to discover the Americas? This expertly researched book traces the history of human presence in the Americas, touching on Columbus, Zheng He, Leif Eriksson, the Aztecs, the Incas and the Mayas. Nonfiction - 970.01 FRE Grades 5-8, F&P-V, RL 11.8
( Mann, Charles C.  Before Columbus: The Americas of 1491.  2009.  Author Mann paints a vivid picture of Native American life before their “discovery” by Christopher Columbus and his crew. Nonfiction - 970.01 MAN  Grades 6-10, F&P-, RL 9.2
( Matcheck, Diane.  Sacrifice. 2003. When her father's death leaves her orphaned and an outcast among her Apsaalooka people, a fifteen-year-old sets out to avenge his death and prove that she, not her dead twin brother, is destined to be the Great One.  Great Plains, 1700s.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 6.5
Age of Exploration / Age of Columbus (1492-1700)

Armstrong, Alan.  Raleigh’s Page.  2007.  In the late 16th century, fifteen-year-old Andrew leaves school in England and must prove himself as a page to Sir Walter Raleigh before embarking for Virginia, where he helps to establish relations with the Indians. Virginia.  1584.  Grades 5-7, F&P-, RL 5.1
( Bogaert, Harmen Meyndertsz van den.  Journey into Mohawk County.  2006. An illustrated children's version of the journal of a young Dutch trader, Harmen Meyndertsz van den Bogaert, who journeyed into the land of the Iroquois Indians, a Mohawk tribe that controlled the trade routes in the area, in 1634, seeking to bolster the Dutch trade in what is now New York State.   New York. 1634-1635. Nonfiction - 917.47 BOG Grades 4-8, F&P-, RL 5.3
Bruchac, Joseph.  Pocahontas. 2003.  Told from the viewpoints of Pocahontas and John Smith, describes their lives in the context of the encounter between the Powhatan Indians and the English colonists of 17th century Jamestown, Virginia.  Jamestown, Virginia. 1607.  Grades 6-12, F&P-Y, RL 7.3
Butler, Amy.  Virginia Bound.  2003.  Thirteen-year-old orphaned beggar Rob Brackett is kidnapped from the streets of London and taken to the New World for a cruel tobacco farmer master, who also owns a Pamunkey Native American girl named Mattoume.  Virginia, 1627.  Grades 5-8, F&P-U, RL 5.6
( Carbone, Elisa Lynn.  Blood on the River: James Town, 1607.  2006. Traveling to the New World in 1606 as the page to Captain John Smith, twelve-year-old orphan Samuel Collier settles in the new colony of James Town, where he must quickly learn to distinguish between friend and foe.   Virginia, 1607.  Grades 5-7, F&P-W, RL 5.3
Conrad, Pam.  Pedro’s Journal: A voyage with Christopher Columbus.  1991. Written as a diary by Columbus's cabin boy, presents a personal view of the first trip across the Atlantic and his discovery of America. Santa Maria ship, 1492.  Grades 3-6, F&P-Q, RL 5.5 

( Duble, Kathleen Benner. The sacrifice.  2005.  Two sisters aged ten and twelve, are accused of witchcraft in Andover, Massachusetts, in 1692 and await trial in a miserable prison while their mother desperately searches for some way to obtain their freedom.  Massachusetts, 1692.  Grades 5-8, F&P-T, RL 4.6
Fleischman, Paul.  Saturnalia.  1990.  In 1681 in Boston, fourteen-year-old William, a Narraganset Indian captured in a raid six years earlier, leads a productive and contented life as a printer's apprentice but is increasingly anxious to make some connection with his Indian past.  Naraggansett. Boston, MA, 1681.   Grades 7-12, F&P-W, RL 7.1
( Karr, Kathleen.  Worlds apart.  2005.  In 1670, soon after arriving in the Carolinas with a group of colonists from England, fifteen-year-old Christopher West befriends a young Sewee Indian, Asha-po, and learns some hard lessons about survival, slavery, and friendship.  Carolinas, 1670.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.4
Kirkpatrick, Katherine.  Trouble’s Daughter: The story of Susanna Hutchinson, Indian Captive. 1998. When her family is massacred by Lenape Indians in 1643, nine-year-old Susanna, daughter of Anne Hutchinson, is captured and raised as a Lenape. Massachusetts, 1643.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.8
Lasky, Kathryn.  Beyond the burning time. 1994. When, in the winter of 1691, accusations of witchcraft surface in her small New England village, twelve-year-old Mary Chase fights to save her mother from execution.  Massachusetts, 1691.  Grades 7-12, F&P-T, RL 5.3
Latham, Jean Lee.  Carry on Mr. Bowditch.  1956. A fictionalized biography of the mathematician and astronomer who realized his childhood desire to become a ship's captain and authored "The American Practical Navigator." Salem, MA, 1700s.  Grades 5-8, F&P-Y, RL 5.1
Lawton, Wendy. Almost home: a story based on the life of the Mayflower’s Mary Chilton.  2003. While making the pilgrimage from Holland to America in 1620 with other English Separatists, teenaged Mary Chilton endures many hardships that test her faith in God.  1630.  Grades , F&P-, RL 5.8
Levitin, Sonia.  Roanoke: a novel of the lost colony. 1973.  An English youth and an Indian girl are caught up in the events leading to the mysterious disappearance of the colony at Roanoke Island.  Virginia, 1585+.  Grades 7-12 , F&P-, RL 
( Rees, Celia.  Witch Child.  2002.  In 1659, fourteen-year-old Mary Newbury keeps a journal of her voyage from England to the New World and her experiences living as a witch in a community of Puritans near Salem, Massachusetts.  Massachusetts, 1659.  Grades 8-12, F&P-, RL 8.1
( Rinaldi, Ann.  The Journal of Jasper Jonathan Pierce, a Pilgrim boy.  2000. A fourteen-year-old indentured servant keeps a journal of his experiences on the Mayflower and during the building of Plymouth Plantation in 1620 and 1621. Massachusetts, 1620.  Grades 5-8, F&P-S, RL 6.1, 6.5

( Schanzer, Rosalyn.  Witches!: The absolutely true tale of disaster in Salem.  2011.  An illustrated history of the witch hunts that took place in colonial-era Salem, Massachusetts, featuring primary source accounts, and describing the victims, accused witches, corrupt officials, and impact of the events on society.  Salem, MA, 17th Century. Nonfiction – 133.43 SCH  Grades 7-9, F&P-, RL 10.8
( Speare, Elizabeth George.  Witch of Blackbird Pond.  1958.  1687 in Connecticut, Kit Tyler, feeling out of place in the Puritan household of her aunt, befriends an old woman considered a witch by the community and suddenly finds herself standing trial for witchcraft.  Connecticut, 1687.  Grades 4-6, F&P-W, RL 7.2

( Waldman, Stuart.  Magellan’s World.  2007.  Details the story of the first circumnavigation of the world by Ferdinand Magellan in the early sixteenth century.  16th Century.  Nonfiction – 910.41 WAL Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 6.6
( Walker, Sally M.  Written in bone: buried lives in Jamestown and Colonial Maryland.  2009.  Reports on the work of forensic scientists who are excavating grave sites in James Fort, in Jamestown, Virginia, to understand who lived in the Chesapeake Bay area in the 1600s and 1700s; and uncovers the lives of a teenage boy, a ship's captain, a colonial officer, an African slave girl, and others.  Virginia & Maryland, 1600s-1700s.  Nonfiction - 614 WAL Grades 6-9, F&P-X, RL 11.4
Yolen, Jane.  Encounter.  1992.  A Taino Indian boy on the island of San Salvador recounts the landing of Columbus and his men in 1492.  San Salvador, 1492.  Grades 3-6, F&P-N, RL 4.9
Colonization (1700-1763)

Bruchac, Joseph.  Winter people.  2002.  Fourteen-year-old Saxso, a member of the Abenaki tribe in Canada, embarks on a dangerous rescue mission when his mother and two younger sisters are taken hostage during an attack by the British on their unprotected village in 1759.  1759.  Grades 6-9, F&P-V, RL 5.7
( Cooney, Caroline B.  The ransom of Mercy Carter.  2001. In 1704, in the English settlement of Deerfield, Massachusetts, eleven-year-old Mercy and her family and neighbors are captured by Mohawk Indians and their French allies, and forced to march through bitter cold to French Canada, where some adapt to new lives and some still hope to be ransomed. Deerfield, MA. 1704.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 5.1, 5.9

Curry, Jane Louise.  A Stolen Life. 1999.  In 1758 in Scotland, teenaged Jamesina MacKenzie finds her courage and resolution severely tested when she is abducted by "spiriters" and, after a harrowing voyage across the Atlantic, sold as a bond slave to a Virginia planter.  Virginia, 1758.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.7, 6.0
Dalgliesh, Alice.  The Courage of Sarah Noble. 1954. Remembering her mother's words, an eight-year-old girl finds courage to go alone with her father to build a new home in the Connecticut wilderness and to stay with the Indians when her father goes back to bring the rest of the family. Connecticut. 1707.  Grades 3-5, F&P-O, RL 3.9
( Delano, Marfe Ferguson.  Master George’s People: George Washington, his slaves, and his revolutionary transformation. 2013. Remembering her mother's words, an eight-year-old girl finds courage to go alone with her father to build a new home in the Connecticut wilderness and to stay with the Indians when her father goes back to bring the rest of the family. Nonfiction – 973.41 DEL. Mount Vernon, VA.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 10.7
( Draper, Sharon. Copper Sun.  2006. RED TAG Two fifteen-year-old girls--one a slave and the other an indentured servant--escape their Carolina plantation and try to make their way to Fort Moses, Florida, a Spanish colony that gives sanctuary to slaves. South Carolina, 1738.  Grades 9-12, F&P-, RL 4.8
( Durrant, Lynda.  Echohawk. 1996. A twelve-year-old white boy, adopted and raised by Mochicans in the Hudson River Valley during the 1730's, is sent with his younger brother to an English settlement for schooling. Hudson Valley, 1730s. Grades 5-9, F&P-X, RL 4.8
( Durrant, Lynda.  Turtle clan journey.  1999. As the captive white boy Echohawk and his Mohican father and brother make a perilous journey from the Hudson River Valley to a settlement on the Ohio River, Echohawk feels the conflicting pulls of his dual heritage.  Hudson Valley, 1730s. Grades 5-9, F&P-X, RL 4.8, 6.5
Field, Rachel.  Calico Bush. 1931. Thirteen-year-old Marguerite, orphaned in 1742 after moving to America from France with her grandmother and uncle, enters a contract to serve the Sargents for six years in return for food and shelter, and must endure the threat of Indian attacks, the harshness of life in northern Maine, and the loneliness of knowing she is without family.  Maine, 1743. Grades 5-8, F&P-V, RL 6.0, 6.4
Kirkpatrick, Katherine. Trouble’s Daughter: the story of Susanna Hutchinson, Indian Captive. 1998. When her family is massacred by Lenape Indians in 1643, nine-year-old Susanna, daughter of Anne Hutchinson, is captured and raised as a Lenape.  New York and Delaware, 1643. Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.2
Nixon, Joan Lowry.  Caesar’s Story, 1759. 2000. After having been a slave on Carter's Grove plantation near Williamsburg, Virginia, since childhood, Caesar finally finds a way to plan his own future.  Williamsburg, 1759.  Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 4.9
( Richter, Conrad.  A light in the forest.  1953.  After being raised as an Indian for eleven years following his capture at the age of four, John Butler is forcibly returned to his white parents but continues to long for the freedom of Indian life.  1765. Grades 9-12, F&P-Y, RL 5.8, 7.6 
Rinaldi, Ann.  A break with charity: a story about the Salem witch trials. 1992. While waiting for a church meeting in 1706, Susanna English, daughter of a wealthy Salem merchant, recalls the malice, fear, and accusations of witchcraft that tore her village apart in 1692.  Salem, MA. 1706. Grades 7-10, F&P-X, RL 6.9
Rinaldi, Ann.  Hang a thousand trees with ribbons: the story of Phillis Wheatley. 1996.  A fictionalized biography of the eighteenth-century African woman who, as a child, was brought to New England to be a slave, and after publishing her first poem when a teenager, gained renown throughout the colonies as an important African-American poet.  Massachusetts.  Grades 7-12, F&P-, RL 4.8

( Walker, Sally M.  Written in bone: buried lives in Jamestown and Colonial Maryland.  2009.  Reports on the work of forensic scientists who are excavating grave sites in James Fort, in Jamestown, Virginia, to understand who lived in the Chesapeake Bay area in the 1600s and 1700s; and uncovers the lives of a teenage boy, a ship's captain, a colonial officer, an African slave girl, and others.  Virginia & Maryland, 1600s-1700s.  Nonfiction - 614 WAL Grades 6-9, F&P-X, RL 11.4
Conflict in the Colonies (1760-1776)

( Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Chains. 2010. After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during the Revolutionary War.  New York, 1776.  Grades 6-9, F&P-Z, RL 4.7, 5.2
Avi.  Night Journeys. 1994. Orphan Peter York, taken in by the taciturn Quaker Mr. Shinn in 1768, is confused by the mixed signals he receives from his guardian and decides he must take matters into his own hands when the community is roused to search for two young indentured servants who have escaped.  Pennsylvania, 1768. Grades 6-9, F&P-U, RL 6.5
( Blair, Margaret.  Liberty or Death: The surprising story of runaway slaves who sided with the British during the American Revolution. 2010. Recounts the experiences of the slaves who answered Lord Dunmore's 1775 promise that any slave who left his master and fought for the British would have their freedom.  1775-1783. Nonfiction -  973.346 BLA Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 11.6

( Durrant, Lynda.  Beaded moccasins: the story of Mary Campbell.  1998.  After being captured by a group of Delaware Indians and given to their leader as a replacement for his dead granddaughter, twelve-year-old Mary Campbell is forced to travel west with them to Ohio.  Delaware, Ohio.  1759. Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.8, 5.6

Elliott, Virginia.  Give me liberty. 2006. Thirteen-year-old Nathaniel Dunn becomes a servant to a Williamsburg carriage maker and is introduced to a world of music and books; but when the colonists rise up against British oppression, Nathaniel must make a choice.  Virginia, 1774.  Grades 5-8, F&P-V, RL 5.8
Fast, Howard.  April Morning.  Adam Cooper signs up on the muster roll of the Lexington Militia on April 19th, 1775, and then lives through the first day of conflict with the British, during which his father is killed.  Virginia, 1775.  Grades YA-Adult, F&P-X, RL 7.8
Forbes, Ester.  Johnny Tremain. 1971.  After injuring his hand, a silversmith's apprentice in Boston becomes a messenger for the Sons of Liberty in the days before the American Revolution. Boston, MA. 1773.  Grades 6-9, F&P-Z, RL 5.3
(  Freedman, Russel.  Becoming Ben Franklin: how a candlemaker’s son helped light the flame of liberty. 2013.  A biography of Benjamin Franklin that follows him from his childhood in Boston, where he was the son of a poor soap and candle maker with seventeen children, to his death, describing how Franklin became a self-made man who died a renowned statesman, scientist, printer, author, and inventor. Nonfiction – 921 FRA. 1775.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 11.6 
Fritz, Jean.  Early Thunder. 1967.  In pre-revolutionary Salem, fourteen-year-old Daniel begins to re-examine his loyalty to the King as the conflict between Tories and patriots increasingly divides the townspeople.  Salem, MA. 1775.  Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 5.9 
Gunderson, Jessica.  Ropes of Revolution: The tale of the Boston Tea Party. 2008.  A graphic novel adaptation of the events leading up to the Boston Tea Party in December 1773, about fifteen-year-old Benjamin and his friend, Joseph, who try to figure out a way to join the Sons of Liberty in the action. Boston, MA. 1773.  Grades 4-6, F&P-Q, RL 3.1 

( Hegamin, Tonya.  Pemba’s Song.  2008.  As fifteen-year-old Pemba adjusts to leaving her Brooklyn, New York, home for small-town Connecticut, a history researcher helps her understand the paranormal experiences drawing her into the life of a girl who was once a slave in her house.  Connecticut, 1775-1865.  Grades 7-10, F&P-Y, RL 4.7
Keehn, Sally M. I am Regina. 1991. In 1755, as the French and Indian War begins, ten-year-old Regina is kidnapped by Indians in western Pennsylvania, and she must struggle to hold on to memories of her earlier life as she grows up under the name of Tskinnak and starts to become Indian herself.  Pennsylvania, 1755-1763.  Grades 8-10, F&P-U, RL 4.5, 6.0
( Osborne, Mary Pope.  Standing in the light: the captive diary of Catherine Carey Logan. 1998. A Quaker girl's diary reflects her experiences growing up in the Delaware River Valley of Pennsylvania and her capture by Lenape Indians in 1763.  Pennsylvania,1763.  Grades 6-9, F&P-T, RL 4.8
( Paulsen, Gary.  Woods Runner.  2010. From his 1776 Pennsylvania homestead, thirteen-year-old Samuel, who is a highly-skilled woodsman, sets out toward New York City to rescue his parents from the band of British soldiers and Indians who kidnapped them after slaughtering most of their community.  Pennsylvania, 1776.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 5.5, 5.6
Rinaldi, Ann.  Fifth of March.  1993. Fourteen-year-old Rachel Marsh, an indentured servant in the Boston household of John and Abigail Adams, is caught up in the colonists' unrest that eventually escalates into the massacre of March 5, 1770. Boston, MA. 1770.  Grades 7-12, F&P-, RL 5.1
( Rinaldi, Ann.  A ride into morning: the story of Tempe Wick.  1995.  When unrest spreads at the Revolutionary War camp in Morristown, New Jersey, under the command of General Anthony Wayne, a young woman cleverly hides her horse from the mutinous soldiers who have need of it. 1770s. Grades 7-10, F&P, RL 4.8
( Rinaldi, Ann.  The secret of Sarah Revere.  1995.  Paul Revere's daughter describes her father's "rides" and the intelligence network of the patriot community prior to the American Revolution. 1770s. Grades 7-10, F&P, RL 4.8
Speare, Elizabeth George.  Calico Captive. 1985. An Englishwoman, Miriam Willard, becomes a captive during the French and Indian War in 1754. After a harrowing march north to Montreal she discovers a city filled with the intrigue of war.  Montreal, 1754.  Grades 5-8, F&P-S, RL 6.9 
( Speare, Elizabeth George. Sign of the Beaver.  1964. Left alone to guard the family's wilderness home in eighteenth-century Maine, a boy is hard-pressed to survive until local Indians teach him their skills.  Maine, 1760s.  Grades 6-9, F&P-T, RL 5.7 

( Turner, Ann Warren. Love thy neighbor: the Tory Diary of Prudence Emerson.  2003. In Green Marsh, Massachusetts, in 1774, thirteen-year-old Prudence keeps a diary of the troubles she and her family face as Tories surrounded by American patriots at the start of the American Revolution. Massachusetts, 1774.   Grades 4-8, F&P-V, RL 4.5
( Willis, Patricia.  Danger along the Ohio.  1997. Lost in the Ohio River Valley in May 1793, twelve-year-old Clare and her two brothers struggle to survive in the wilderness and to avoid capture by the Shawnee Indians.  Ohio, 1793. Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 4.8
Revolutionary War (1776-1783)

( Allen, Thomas B.  Remember Valley Forge: patriots, Tories, and Redcoats tell their stories. 2007.  The story of the hardships and difficulties endured by General George Washington and the Continental Army during the winter of 1777-1778 at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania, 1777-1778.  Nonfiction - 973.3 ALL Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 6.3
( Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Chains.  2008. After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during the Revolutionary War.  New York, 1776.  Grades 6-10, F&P-Z, RL 6.3
( Anderson, M.T. The Kingdom on the waves.  2008. When he and his tutor escape to British-occupied Boston, Octavian learns of Lord Dunmore's proclamation offering freedom to slaves who join the counterrevolutionary forces. Massacusetts.  Grades 9-12, F&P-Z, RL 10.2
( Anderson, M.T.  The Pox Party.  2006.  Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, a young African American, from birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a science experiment in the years leading up to and during the Revolutionary War.  Massachusetts.  (Bit of a difficult read.) Grades 9-12, F&P-Z, RL 8.3
( Avi. The fighting ground. 1984. Thirteen-year-old Jonathan goes off to fight in the Revolutionary War and discovers the real war is being fought within him.  1778. Grades 5-7, F&P-V, RL 5.4, 6.4
( Avi. Sophia’s War: a tale of the revolution. 2012. In 1776, after witnessing the execution of Nathan Hale in New York City, newly occupied by the British army, young Sophia Calderwood resolves to do all she can to help the American cause, including becoming a spy.  New York City. 1776. Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 4.5
( Blackwood, Gary.  The year of the hangman. 2002.  In 1777, having been kidnapped and taken forcibly from England to the American colonies, fifteen-year-old Creighton becomes part of developments in the political unrest there that may spell defeat for the patriots and change the course of history. New Orleans, 1777.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 6.2
( Bobrick, Benson.  Fight for Freedom: The American Revolutionary War.  2004.  Presents a survey of the American Revolution for young readers and includes information on British oppression of the colonists, Boston Tea Party, and Benedict Arnold's treason, as well as personal anecdotes from soldiers and civilians.  Nonfiction – 973.3 BOB  Grades 4-8, F&P-X, RL 7.6
Bruchac, Joseph.  Arrow over the door.  1998.  In the year 1777, a group of Quakers and a party of Indians have a memorable meeting.  New England, 1777.   Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 5.5 
Collier, James Lincoln and Christopher Collier.  Jump ship to freedom. 1987. In 1787 a fourteen-year-old slave, anxious to buy freedom for himself and his mother, escapes from his dishonest master and tries to find help in cashing the solidier's notes received by his father for fighting in the Revolution.  1787. Grades -9, F&P-U, RL 5.4
Collier, James Lincoln and Christopher Collier.  My brother Sam is dead.  1974. Recounts the tragedy that strikes the Meeker family during the Revolution when one son joins the rebel forces while the rest of the family tries to stay neutral in a Tory town.  1770s. Grades 5-8, F&P-Y, RL 5.8, 6.2
Collier, James Lincoln and Christopher Collier.  War comes to Willy Freeman.  1983.  A free thirteen-year-old African-American girl in Connecticut is caught up in the horror of the Revolutionary War and the danger of being returned to slavery when her patriot father is killed by the British and her mother disappears.  Grades 4-6, F&P-U, RL 4.8, 4.9
( Denenberg, Barry.  The journal of William Thomas Emerson, a Revolutionary War patriot. 1998. William, a twelve-year-old orphan, writes of his experiences in pre-Revolutionary War Boston where he joins the cause of the patriots who are opposed to the British rule. Boston, MA. 1774. Grades 3-8, F&P-, RL 4.8 

Elliott, D.M.  Give me liberty.  2006. In 1775, Nathaniel Dunn, a thirteen-year-old indentured servant in Virginia, befriends an elderly schoolmaster and soon finds himself torn between the two sides in the American Revolution.  Virginia, 1775. Grades 5-8, F&P-V, RL 5.8

( Freedman, Russell.  Washington at Valley Forge. 2008.  Provides an account of the six months during which the soldiers in George Washington's command camped at Valley Force, enduring the harsh winter of 1777-78 without adequate food, clothing, or blankets. Pennsylvania, 1777-78. Nonfiction - 973.3 FRE Grades 4-8, F&P-, RL 11.5
Goodman, Joan E. Hope’s Crossing. 1998.  During the Revolutionary War, thirteen-year-old Hope, seized by the band of Tories who attack her Connecticut home, finds herself enslaved in a Tory household on Long Island and uses all her resources to escape from her captors and make her way home. Connecticut, 1777.   Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.6 
( Gregory, Kristina.  The winter or Red Snow: the diary of Abigail Jane Stewart. 2010. Eleven-year-old Abigail Stewart uses her journal to describe her day-to-day life in Valley Forge from December 1777 to July 1778 as General Washington prepares his troops to fight the British. Valley Forge, PA, 1777. Grades 4-8, F&P-S, RL 5.3
Guzman, Lila.  Lorenzo’s secret mission.  2001.  In 1776, fifteen-year-old Lorenzo Bannister leaves Texas and his father's new grave to carry a letter to the Virginia grandfather he has never known, and becomes involved with the struggle of the American Continental Army and its Spanish supporters.  1776.  Grades 6-9, F&P-W, RL 4.8, 7.3
( Hale, Nathan.  One dead spy: the life, times, and last words of Nathan Hale, America’s most famous spy.  2012. Retells, in graphic novel format, the history of the author's namesake, an officer and spy for the American rebels during the Revolutionary War, revealing facts about Nathan Hale's earlier days at Yale and his unlucky experiences as an military officer.  Nonfiction – 741.5 HAL.  Grades 3-6, F&P-, RL 
Harlow, Joan Hiatt.  Midnight rider.  2005. Fourteen-year-old Hannah, an orphan indentured to the family of a British general in Boston in 1775, begins attending secret meetings disguised as a boy, then passing messages and warnings to the revolutionaries using her beloved horse, Promise.  Boston,  1775.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.1

( Hughes, Pat.  Five 4ths of July.  2011.  On July 4th, 1777, fourteen-year-old Jake Mallory and his friends are celebrating their new nation's independence, but over the next four years Jake finds himself in increasingly adventurous circumstances as he battles British forces, barely survives captivity on a prison ship, and finally returns home to Connecticut, war-torn and weary, but hopeful for America's future.  1777-1780 Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 4.4
Keehn, Sally M.  Moon of two dark horses.  2002.  At the beginning of the Revolutionary War, hoping to keep bloodshed away from their valley, a twelve-year-old Delaware Indian boy and his white friend search sacred land for the bones of a legendary beast.  2002.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 6.7
( Mack, Stanley.  Taxes, the tea party and those revolting rebels: a history in comics of the American Revolution.  2012.  Nonfiction – 973.3 MAC  Grades , F&P-, RL 
( Murphy, Jim.  Crossing: How George Washington saved the American Revolution.  2010.  A narrative prose that details George Washington's transformation from a farmer to a military general and describes how he led the Americans against the British.  Nonfiction – 973.332 MUR  Grades 5-8, F&P-W, RL 9.2
( Murphy, Jim.  The Real Benedict Arnold.  2007.  Presents a comprehensive biography and history of Benedict Arnold that examines many of his heroic deeds and contributions to the Revolutionary cause before he decided to switch sides.  Nonfiction – 921 ARN  Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 10.6
Myers, Anna.  The Keeping Room.  1997.  Left in charge of the family when his father leaves their South Carolina home to fight in the Revolutionary War, thirteen year-old Joey Kershaw finds all his resources tested when General Cornwallis comes to town and chooses the Kershaw house as his headquarters.  South Carolina.  Grades 4-7, F&P-V, RL 5.9
O’Dell, Scott.  Sarah Bishop.  1980. Left alone after the deaths of her father and brother who take opposite sides in the War for Independence, and fleeing from the British who seek to arrest her, Sarah Bishop struggles to shape a new life for herself in the wilderness. Grades 5-8, F&P- X, RL 6.8
Reit, Seymour.  Guns for General Washington.  1990.  In the bitter winter of 1775-76, Colonel Henry Knox and his younger brother Will, both of the Continental Army, become frustrated with the British blockade of Boston and decide to attempt to move 183 cannons from Fort Ticonderoga, over 300 miles of mountainous wilderness, to defend the besieged city. 1775-76.  Grades 4-7, F&P-W, RL 5.8, 6.1  
( Rinaldi, Ann.  Finishing Becca: a novel about Peggy Shippen and Benedict Arnold. 1994.  In 1778 fourteen-year-old Becca takes a position as personal maid to Peggy Shippen, the daughter of wealthy Philadelphia Quakers, and witnesses the events that lead to General Benedict Arnold's betrayal of the revolutionary American forces. Philadelphia, PA. 1778. Grades 7-12, F&P-, RL 6.9  
( Sternman, Betsy.  Saratoga Secret. 1998. In 1777, as General Burgoyne and his British troops invade the Upper Hudson River Valley, sixteen-year-old Amity must carry a secret message to the Continental army to give warning of an impending attack. Hudson River Valley, 1777.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 7.1, 7.7  

( Wibberley, Leonard.  John Treegate’s Musket.  John Treegate, a loyal subject of King George III before the Revolution in 1775, is transformed into a rebel at the Battle of Bunker Hill.  Bunker Hill.  1775.  Grades 8-12, F&P-, RL 8.5  

Woodruff, Elvira.  George Washington’s Socks.  1991. In the midst of a backyard campout, five children find themselves transported back into the time of George Washington, where they begin to live out American history firsthand and learn the sober realities of war.  Delaware River, 1776.  Grades 4-6, F&P-T, RL 5.9

Early Republic – 

Age of Washington (1781—1800), 

Age of Jefferson (1800-1824)

Adler, Elizabeth.  Crossing the Panther’s Path.  2002.  Sixteen-year-old Billy Calder, son of a British soldier and a Mohawk woman, leaves school to join Tecumseh in his efforts to prevent the Americans from taking any more land from the Indians in the Northwest Territory.  Early 1800s.  Grades 6-8, F&P-V, RL 6.2, 8.1
(  Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Fever, 1793.  2000.  Sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia in 1793.  Philadelphia, 1793.  Grades 7-10, F&P-Z (or X), RL 5, 7.6

Auch, Mary Jane. Frozen Summer. 1998. Sequel to: Journey to nowhere. Twelve-year-old Mem's new life in the wilderness of western New York becomes even more difficult in the cold summer of 1816 when her mother fails to recover from the birth of a new baby. New York, 1816. Grades 4-8, F&P-, RL 4.8
Auch, Mary Jane. Journey to Nowhere. 1997. In 1815, while traveling by covered wagon to settle in the wilderness of western New York, eleven-year-old Mem experiences a flood and separation from her family. New York, 1815.  Grades 4-7, F&P-T, RL 4.8

Benton, Amanda.  Silent stranger.  1997.  Although they do not know anything about him, the mute young man who shows up on their New York farm at Christmastime in 1813 becomes increasingly important to fourteen-year-old Jessie and her family.  New York, 1813.  Grades 5-7, F&P-, RL 5.9
Bohner, Charles H.  Bold journey: west with Lewis and Clark. 1985.  Private Hugh McNeal relates his experiences accompanying Captains Lewis and Clark on their 1804-1806 expedition in search of a northwest passage to the Pacific Ocean.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.5, 6.5

( Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker.  Jefferson’s sons: a founding father’s secret children.  2011.  A fictionalized look at the last twenty years of Thomas Jefferson's life at Monticello through the eyes of three of his slaves, including two who were his sons by his slave, Sally Hemings.  Philadelphia, 1793.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 4.4
Charbonneau, Eileen.  In the time of the wolves. 1994.  14 year old Joshua wants to go to Harvard but his father, a man of mixed French and Indian ancestry, refuses to let him go. And the Chases', a family who once owned his father as an indentured servant, are trying to lure Joshua into their intrigue. New York, 1824.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 5 
 Collier, James Lincoln and Christopher Collier.  Jump Ship to Freedom. 1987.  In 1787 a fourteen-year-old slave, anxious to buy freedom for himself and his mother, escapes from his dishonest master and tries to find help in cashing the soldier's notes received by his father for fighting in the Revolution. Connecticut, 1787. Grades 5-9, F&P-U, RL 5.4
( Durbin, William.  Broken blade.  1998. When an injury prevents his father from going into northern Canada with fur traders, thirteen-year-old Pierre decides to take his father's place as a voyageur. Montreal, Canada 1800.  Grades 5-8, F&P-T, RL 4.8 
Gaeddert, Louann Bigge.  Breaking Free.  1994.  In 1800, shortly before his twelfth birthday, Richard is sent to live with his uncle on a farm in upper New York State, where he teaches a young slave to read and encourages her to dream of freedom.  NY, 1800.  Grades 5-8, F&P-Q, RL 5.5 
( Hurst, Carol Otis.  Through the lock. 2001. Etta, a twelve-year-old orphan in nineteenth-century Connecticut, meets a boy living in an abandoned cabin on the New Haven and Northampton Canal and has adventures with him while trying to be reunited with her siblings.  Connecticut, 1800s.  Grades 5-8, F&P-S, RL 4.1 
Karwoski, Gail Langer.  Seaman: the dog who explored the west with Lewis and Clark. 1999. Seaman, a Newfoundland, proves his value as a hunter, navigator, and protector while serving with the Corps of Discovery when it explores the West under the leadership of Lewis and Clark.  Lewis & Clark, 1803.  Grades 4-8, F&P-U, RL 5.5
( Lasky, Kathryn.  The journal of Augustus Pelletier: the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  2000. A fictional journal kept by twelve-year-old Augustus Pelletier, the youngest member of Lewis and Clark's Corps of Discovery. 1804-1806. Grades 5-8, F&P-X, RL 5.1, 5.8
( Nelson, Marilyn.  Fortune’s Bones: the Manumission Requiem. 2004.  A series of poems on the life of Fortune, an eighteenth-century African-American slave in New England whose skeleton came to be an exhibit at Connecticut's Mattatuck Museum.  Death – Connecticut, 1798.  Nonfiction – 811 NEL  Grades 6&up, F&P-Y, RL 5.6, 9.3 
( Pearsall, Shelley.  Crooked River.  2006. When twelve-year old Rebecca Carter's father brings a Native American accused of murder into their 1812 Ohio settlement town, Rebecca, witnessing the town's reaction to the Indian, struggles with the idea that an innocent man may be convicted and sentenced to death.  Ohio. 1812.  Grades 5-7, F&P-T, RL 5.9
Smith, Roland.  The captain’s dog: my journey with the Lewis and Clark tribe. 1999. Captain Meriwether Lewis's dog Seaman describes his experiences as he accompanies his master on the Lewis and Clark Expedition to explore the uncharted western wilderness.  1804-1806. Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.8, 6.0
( St. George, Judith.  The Duel: The Parallel lives of Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr. 2009. Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr were intertwined for some twenty-five years, with their resentments and misunderstandings culminating in a tragic duel. New Jersey, 1804. Nonfiction - 973.4 STG Grades 7-9, F&P-, RL 8.6
Steele, William O.  Buffalo Knife. 1952.  In 1782, nine-year-old Andy, his family, and neighbors make a dangerous journey by flatboat down a thousand miles of the Tennessee River to make a new home.  Tennessee River, 1782.  Grades 4-7, F&P-T, RL 5.1
Van Leeuwen, Jean.  Cabin on Trouble Creek. 2004.  In 1803 in Ohio, two young brothers are left to finish the log cabin and guard the land while their father goes back to Pennsylvania to fetch their mother and younger siblings.  Ohio, 1803.  Grades 5-7, F&P-R, RL 4.5
Watts, Leander.  Wild ride to heaven. 2003.  A girl with one green eye and the other milky is sold by her drunken father into servitude to two brutish brothers from her poverty-stricken pioneer village, downriver from Lake Ontario.  New York. Early 1800s. Grades 7-10, F&P-, RL 4.9, 6.8
( Wolf, Allan.  New found land: Lewis and Clark’s voyage of discovery. 2004. The letters and thoughts of Thomas Jefferson, members of the Corps of Discovery, their guide Sacagawea, and Captain Lewis's Newfoundland dog, all tell of the historic exploratory expedition to seek a water route to the Pacific Ocean. 1804-1806.   Grades 7-12, F&P-Z, RL 5.5, 7.4

Woods, Brenda. My name is Sally Little Song.  When their owner plans to sell one of them in 1802, twelve-year-old Sally and her family run away from their Georgia plantation to look for both freedom from slavery and a home in Florida with the Seminole Indians.  Southeastern US, 1802.  Grades 4-6, F&P-S, RL 4.4
Westward Expansion (1824-1850)

 Avi. The Barn. 1994.  In an effort to fulfill their dying father's last request, nine-year-old Ben and his brother and sister construct a barn on their land in the Oregon Territory. Oregon, 1855. Grades 4-6, F&P-T, RL 3.9, 5.8
( Bruchac, Joseph.  Journal of Jessie Smoke. 2001. Jesse Smoke, a sixteen-year-old Cherokee, begins a journal in 1837 to record stories of his people and their difficulties as they face removal along the Trail of Tears.  North Dakota, 1837. Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.8, 7.9
( Cushman, Karen.  The ballad of Lucy Whipple.  1996.  In 1849, twelve-year-old California Morning Whipple, who renames herself Lucy, is distraught when her mother moves the family from Massachusetts to a rough California mining town.  1849.  Grades 5-8, F&P-T, RL 5.5
( DeFelice, Cynthia.  Bringing Ezra back. 2006.  In the mid-1800s, twelve-year-old Nathan journeys from his farm on the Ohio frontier to Western Pennsylvania to rescue a friend held captive by the owners of a freak show.  Ohio, 1840.  Grades 4-7, F&P-U, RL 5.8
( DeFelice, Cynthia. Weasel. 1990. Alone in the frontier wilderness in the winter of 1839 while his father is recovering from an injury, eleven-year-old Nathan runs afoul of the renegade killer known as Weasel and makes a surprising discovery about the concept of revenge. Ohio, 1839.  Grades 4-6, F&P-U, RL 5.6, 7
( Erdrich, Louise.  Birchbark house. 1999.  Omakayas, a seven-year-old Native American girl of the Ojibwa tribe, lives through the joys of summer and the perils of winter on an island in Lake Superior in 1847.  Vermont, 1847. Grades 4-7, F&P-T, RL 4.9, 5.6
( Erdrich, Louise. The game of silence.  2005.  Nine-year-old Omakayas and her family, members of the Ojibwa tribe, are forced to leave their island on Lake Superior in 1850 when white settlers move into the territory, and comes to realize that the things most important to her are her home and way of life.  Lake Superior, 1850.  Grades 5-8, F&P-W, RL 6.1
Fleishman, Sid.  By the Great Horn Spoon.  1988.  The year is 1849. Young Jack Flagg sets out to recoup his Aunt Arabella's fortune on a ship bound from Boston to the California gold fields. Thus begin the wild, swashbuckling adventures of a determined 12-year-old and his intrepid butler.  1849.  Grades 4-6, F&P-V, RL 6.2
Garland, Sherry.  A line in the sand: the Alamo Diary of Lucinda Lawrence. 1998. In the journal she receives for her twelfth birthday in 1835, Lucinda Lawrence describes the hardships her family and other residents of the "Texas colonies" endure when they decide to face the Mexicans in a fight for their freedom. Texas, 1835.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.9
( Hale, Nathan.  Donner Dinner Party.  2013.  Presents in graphic novel format the experiences of the Donner Party, a group of eighty-seven individuals that headed West from Illinois in 1846, became trapped in a snowstorm, and was forced to take desperate measures to stay alive. Nonfiction – 941.5 HAL. 1846.  Grades 3-6, F&P-, RL 3.1 
( Holm, Jennifer L.  Boston Jane: an adventure.  2001.  Schooled in the lessons of etiquette for young ladies of 1854, Miss Jane Peck of Philadelphia finds little use for manners during her long sea voyage to the Pacific Northwest and while living among the American traders and Chinook Indians of Washington Territory. Washington (State.)  Grades 5-8, F&P-U, RL 5.9  (This is part of a series.  Other titles in the series include The Claim and Wilderness Days.)

( Hudson, Jan.  Sweetgrass.  1999.  Living on the western Canadian prairie in the nineteenth century, Sweetgrass, a fifteen-year-old Blackfoot Indian girl, saves her family from a smallpox epidemic and proves her maturity to her father.  Canada, 1830s. Grades 5-10, F&P-, RL 6.8
Karwoski, Gail.  Seaman: The dog who explored the west with Lewis and Clark. 1999. Seaman, a Newfoundland, proves his value as a hunter, navigator, and protector while serving with the Corps of Discovery when it explores the West under the leadership of Lewis and Clark.  1803. Grades 4-8, F&P-, RL 5.9
( McGraw, Eloise Jarvis.  Moccasin Trail.  1952.  A pioneer boy, brought up by Crow Indians, is reunited with his family and attempts to orient himself in the white man's culture.  Oregon Territory,  840s. Grades 5-9, F&P-W, RL 6.2, 6.9
 Osborne, Mary Pope.  Adaline falling star.  2000.  Feeling abandoned by her deceased Arapaho mother and her explorer father, Adaline Falling Star runs away from the prejudiced cousins with whom she is staying and comes close to death in the wilderness, with only a mongrel dog for company.  Arapaho Indians, 1800s.  Grades 4-7, F&P-R, RL 4.1, 5.3
( Paulsen, Gary.  Mr. Tucket. 1994. In 1848, while on a wagon train headed for Oregon, fourteen-year-old Francis Tucket is kidnapped by Pawnee Indians and then falls in with a one-armed trapper who teaches him how to live in the wild.  1848.  Grades 6-9, F&P-U, RL 5.5   (This is a series title.  Other titles in this series include: Tucket’s Home, Tucket’s Gold, Tucket’s Ride, Call me Frances Tucket.)
( Philbrick, W.R. Journal of Douglas Allen Deeds: the Donner Party expedition. 2001.  Douglas Deeds, a fifteen-year-old orphan, keeps a journal of his travels by wagon train as a member of the ill-fated Donner Party, which became stranded in the Sierra Nevada mountains in the winter of 1846-47.  1846-1847.  Grades 5-8, F&P-S, RL 6.1
( Sullivan, George.  Tom Thumb: the remarkable true story of a man in miniature.  2011. Chronicles the life of Charles S. Stratton, who stopped growing about six months after his birth in 1838 and began performing as a curiosity named Tom Thumb.  1838-1883.  Nonfiction - 921 THU Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 7.3
Wilder, Laura Ingalls.  Little House on the Prairie.  1953.  A family travels from the big woods of Wisconsin to a new home on the prairie, where they build a house, meet neighboring Indians, dig a well, and fight a prairie fire. 1800s. Grades 3-6 F&P-Q, RL 4.3 (This is a series title.  Other titles in this series include: Little house in the big woods, By the shores of Silver Lake, Farmer Boy, and more.)

Wood, Francis.  Daughter of Madrugada.  2002. After the United States wins the war with Mexico in 1848, life on her Mexican family's ranch in California is greatly changed for thirteen-year-old Cesa.  California, 1848.  Grades 5-7, F&P-U, RL 4.6
Age of Reform (1830-1850)

Blos, Joan.   Brothers of the heart: a story of the Old West from 1837-1838. 1985. Shem spends six months in the wilderness alone with a dying Indian woman, who helps him, not only to survive, but to mature to the point where he can return to his family and the difficulties of life as a person with a physical handicap in a frontier village.  Michigan, 1837-1838.  Grades 4-6, F&P-, RL 
( DeFelice, Cynthia. Apprenticeship of Lucas Whitaker. 1996. Twelve-year-old Lucas Whitaker, orphaned in 1849 when his entire family is claimed by consumption, takes a job as an apprentice with Doc Beecher, and learns the truth about the difference between superstition and science.  1849. Grades 5-8, F&P-U, RL 5.5
( Denenberg, Barry.  So far from home: the diary of Mary Driscoll, an Irish mill girl.  1997. During the potato famine, young Mary Driscoll leaves her Ireland home for Lowell, Massachusetts, where deplorable working conditions and a false accusation of murder force her to rally more courage than she thought she had.  Massachusetts, 1845.   Grades 5-8, F&P-R, RL 3.5
( Erdrich, Louise.  Birchbark House. 1997.  Omakayas, a seven-year-old Native American girl of the Ojibwa tribe, lives through the joys of summer and the perils of winter on an island in Lake Superior in 1847.  Minnesota, 1847.  Grades 4-7, F&P-T, RL 4.7 
( Erdrich, Louise.  Game of Sunken Places.  Nine-year-old Omakayas and her family, members of the Ojibwa tribe, are forced to leave their island on Lake Superior in 1850 when white settlers move into the territory, and comes to realize that the things most important to her are her home and way of life.  Minnesota, 1850.   Grades 5-8, F&P-W, RL 5.9 
( Erdrich, Louise.  Porcupine Year. 2008.  Twelve-year-old Omakayas, an Ojibwe girl, draws strength from the land and spirits as she and her family endure numerous hardships in their search for a new home in northern Minnesota in 1852.  Minnesota, 1852.  Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 5.5 
( Fleishman, John.  Phineas Gage: a gruesome but true story about brain science.  2002. The true story of Phineas Gage, whose brain had been pierced by an iron rod in 1848, and who survived and became a case study in how the brain functions.  1848. Nonfiction - 921 GAG  Grades 7-10, F&P-X, RL 7.5
( Fleischman, Sid.   The giant rat of Sumatra.  2005.  A cabin boy on a pirate ship finds himself in San Diego in 1846 as war breaks out between the United States and Mexico.  California – Mexico, 1846.   Grades 5-8, F&P-S, RL 5.1, 5.7
( Fleming, Candice.  The Great and Only Barnum: The tremendous, stupendous life of showman P.T. Barnum. 2009. Chronicles the life of showman P. T. Barnum, discussing how he created his legendary circus, the people and events that shaped his life, and the impact Barnum had on the entertainment industry.  1810-1891. Nonfiction - 921 BAR  Grades 6&up, F&P-, RL 8.3
( Holt, Kimberly Willis.  Water Seeker. 2010. Traces the hard life, filled with losses, adversity, and adventure, of Amos, son of a trapper and dowser, from 1833 when his mother dies giving birth to him until 1859, when he has grown up and has a son of his own.  Missouri, 1833-1859.  . Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 4.8

Kinsey-Warnock, Natalie.  Gifts from the sea.  2003.  Quila and her father, living alone in a remote Maine lighthouse in the 1850's, find their lives profoundly changed when a baby washes ashore and they decide to keep her as part of their family.  Maine,  1850s.  Grades 4-6, F&P-X, RL 6.8
( Lasky, Kathryn. Beyond the divide.  1983. In 1849, a fourteen-year-old Amish girl defies convention by leaving her secure home in Pennsylvania to accompany her father across the continent by wagon train.  1849. Grades 6-12, F&P-V, RL 6.7
( Myers, Anna.  Hoggee.  2004.  Always overshadowed by his competitive older brother, especially in their work as mule drivers on the Erie Canal, fourteen-year-old Howard finally finds the courage to pursue his dreams of becoming an educator after he learns about sign language and teaches it to his deaf friend in nineteenth-century New York State.  Erie Canal, NY, 1830s. Grades 5-7, F&P-W, RL 4.3, 5.0 
( Paterson, Katherine. Lyddie. 1991. Impoverished Vermont farm girl Lyddie Worthen is determined to gain her independence by becoming a factory worker in Lowell, Massachusetts, in the 1840s.  Lowell, MA, 1840s. Grades 6-9, F&P-V (or U), RL 5.0, 6.5
( Paulsen, Gary. Mr. Tucket. 1994. In 1848, while on a wagon train headed for Oregon, fourteen-year-old Francis Tucket is kidnapped by Pawnee Indians and then falls in with a one-armed trapper who teaches him how to live in the wild. Western US. 1848.  Grades 6-9, F&P-U (or T), RL 5.5   (This is a series title.  Other titles include Call me Francis Tucket, Tucket’s Gold, Tucket’s Home, Tucket’s Ride, and Tucket’s Travels.)

( Watts, Leander.  Stonecutter.  2002.  In 1835 in rural New York State, apprentice stonecutter Albion Straight relates his experiences when he is hired by the strangely menacing John Good to carve a statue of his daughter.  New York, 1835. Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 6.6
March to the Civil War (abolition, slavery, N/S separation)

( Banks, Sara.  Remember my name.  1993.  Eleven-year-old Annie Rising Fawn Stuart is sent to live with her uncle, a wealthy Cherokee plantation owner in Georgia, where she befriends a young slave girl and is caught up in the tragic events surrounding the forced Indian removal in 1838.  Trail of Tears.  1838.  Grades 4-7, F&P-, RL 4.9
( Bolden, Tonya.  Emancipation Proclamation: Lincoln and the Dawn of Liberty. 2013.  Examines the Emancipation Proclamation, discussing the steps that led President Lincoln to create the document, how his views changed and how he was to address a divided country.  Nonfiction – 973.714 BOL.  1863-.  Grades 5-9, F&P-, RL 10.6
Carbone, Elisa Lynn.  Stealing Freedom.  2001.  A novel based on the events in the life of a young slave girl from Maryland who endures all kinds of mistreatment and cruelty, including being separated from her family, but who eventually escapes to freedom in Canada.  1850s. Grades 6-10, F&P-U, RL 5.6
Clark, Margaret Goff.  Freedom Crossing.  1980. When Laura returns to her home in New York after living with her aunt and uncle in Virginia for four years, she discovers that her father and brother are helping runaway slaves escape to Canada.  Lewiston, NY.  1890.  Grades 5-8, F&P-R, RL 4.6, 6.3

Ferris, Jean.  Underground. 2007.  Charlotte Brown, a slave who is a maid at Mammoth Cave Hotel in 1839, is drawn to the adventurous spirit of eighteen-year-old tour guide Stephen Bishop, a slave whose knowledge of the Kentucky cave system has given him a measure of freedom, and she hopes her trust in him is not misplaced when she learns that runaway slaves are arriving at the hotel in need of help.  Kentucky, 1939. Grades 6-8, F&P-, RL 4.6
Lasky, Kathryn.  True North.  1996. Because of the strong influence which her grandfather, an abolitionist, has in her life, fourteen-year-old Lucy assists a fugitive slave girl in her escape. Boston. South, 1858. Grades 5-7, F&P-W, RL 7.1
( Lester, Julius.  Day of tears.  2005.  Presents an historical fiction written in first-person format that follows Emma, the slave of Pierce Butler, through a series of events in her life as her master hosts the largest slave auction in American history in Savannah, Georgia in 1859 in order to pay off his mounting gambling debts.  Savannah, GA. 1859.  Grades 6-9, F&P-W, RL 4.4, 5.6
 Lyons, Mary E.  Letters from a slave girl: the story of Harriet Jacobs.  1992.  A fictionalized version of the life of Harriet Jacobs, told in the form of letters that she might have written during her slavery in North Carolina and as she prepared for escape to the North in 1842. North Carolina, Pre1842.  Grades 5-9, F&P-X, RL 6.9
Mitchell, Elizabeth.  Journey to the Bottomless Pit: the story of Stephen Bishop and Mammoth Cave.  2004.  In 1838, as the nation struggles with issues of slavery, seventeen-year-old Stephen Bishop serves his master as a guide in Kentucky's Mammoth Cave and spends his free time exploring and discovering new passages and rooms. Grades 4-8, F&P-R, RL 3.4, 4.6
Moses, Shelia P. I, Dred Scott: a fictional slave narrative based on the life and legal precedent of Dred Scott. 2005. A fictional chronicle of Dred Scott's life in slavery and his eleven-year fight for freedom in the nineteenth-century American courts, presented from Scott's point of view.  1846-1857.  Grades 4-6, F&P-U, RL 5.5
( Mosley, Walter.  47.  2005.  Number 47, a fourteen-year-old slave boy growing up under the watchful eye of a brutal master in 1832, meets the mysterious Tall John, who introduces him to a magical science and also teaches him the meaning of freedom.  Georgia, 1832.  Grades 7-10, F&P-X, RL 5.2
 Paterson, Katherine.  Jip: his story. 1996.  While living on a Vermont poor farm during 1855 and 1856, Jip learns his identity and that of his mother and comes to understand how he arrived at this place.  Vermont, 1855-1856. Grades 5-9, F&P-V, RL 5.5
 Paulsen, Gary.  Nightjohn. 1993. Twelve-year-old Sarny's brutal life as a slave becomes even more dangerous when a newly arrived slave offers to teach her how to read.  South, 1850s. Grades 6-12, F&P-W, RL 4.2
( Pearsall, Shelley.  Trouble don’t last.  2002.  Samuel, an eleven-year-old Kentucky slave, and Harrison, the elderly slave who helped raise him, attempt to escape to Canada via the Underground Railroad.  1859. Grades 5-10, F&P-T, RL 4.8, 5.4
( Peck, Richard.  The river between us. 2003.  During the early days of the Civil War, the Pruitt family takes in two mysterious young ladies who have fled New Orleans to come north to Illinois.  Illinois, 1861. Grades 7-10, F&P-Y, RL 4.7, 6.2
( Rinaldi, Ann.  The Blue Door.  1996. When her grandmother sends her alone on a difficult journey up North, fourteen-year-old Amanda encounters the exploitation of women in textile mills. 1880s. Grades 6-9, F&P-X, RL 6.2
Smucker, Barbara Claassen.  Runaway to freedom: a story of the underground railroad.  1977.  Two young slave girls escape from a plantation in Mississippi and wind a hazardous route toward freedom in Canada via the Underground Railroad.  Grades 4-8, F&P-T, RL 5.0, 5.5

( Sterling, Dorothy.  The Story of Harriet Tubman: the Freedom Train.  1954.  Harriet Tubman, known as the Moses of her people, escapes slavery, and then risks her life to bring other slaves to freedom up the Underground Railroad. Nonfiction – 921 TUB Grades 4-6, F&P-T, RL 4.5
( Stowe, Harriet Beecher.  Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  1852.  Presents the controversial novel, published in 1852, in which author Harriet Beecher Stowe offers an indictment of the pre-Civil War South through the story of Uncle Tom, an elderly slave who maintains his human dignity in the face of cruelty, suffering, and death. 1850s.  Grades YA-Adult, F&P-T, RL 7.5, 9.3
( Turner, Ann Warner. The girl who chased away sorrow: journal of Sarah Nita, a Navaho girl. 1999. Sarah Nita uses her education at the white man's school to write down her grandmother's account of the Long Walk of 1864, during which the Navajo people were driven off their land and forced by soldiers to take refuge in Fort Sumner.  New Mexico, 1864.  Grades 5-8, F&P-T, RL 5.6, 6.2

( Twain, Mark.  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  1885.  Huckleberry Finn, fleeing his drunken father, and Jim, a runaway slave, escape down the Mississippi River on a raft, experiencing many adventures along the way. 1880s.  Grades YA-Adult, F&P-Z, RL 5.9, 6.8
( Twain, Mark.  The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  1876. The adventures and pranks of a mischievous boy growing up in a Mississippi River town in the early nineteenth century. 1880s.  Grades YA-Adult, F&P-Z, RL 7.5, 8.1
Woodruff, Elvira.  Dear Austin: letters from the Underground Railroad. 1998.  In 1853, in letters to his older brother, eleven-year-old Levi describes his adventures in the Pennsylvania countryside with his African-American friend Jupiter and his experiences with the Underground Railroad. Pennsylvania, 1853.  AR-3, F&P-T, RL 5.3
Civil War (1850-1865)

( Alcott, Louisa May.  Little women.  1868.  Chronicles the joys and troubles of the four March sisters--Meg, Jo, Amy, and Beth--as they grow into young ladies and marry in nineteenth-century New England.  New England, 1860s.  Grades YA-Adult, F&P-Z, RL 6.2, 7.9
( Allen, Thomas B.  Mr. Lincoln’s high-tech war: how the North used the telegraph… 2009.  Examines how Abraham Lincoln's interest in technology played a role in the outcome of the Civil War; and explains how the telegraph, railroads, surveillance balloons, and other inventions helped the North win the war and rebuild the economy. Nonfiction - 973.3 ALL Grades 5-8, F&P-, RL 8.9, 11.7
( Anderson, Tanya.  Tillie Pierce: teen eyewitness to the Battle of Gettysburg. 2013.  Describes the Battle of Gettysburg during the Civil War through the eyes of Tillie Pierce, a teenager who lived through the fighting.  Nonfiction – 973.7 AND. Gettysburg, PA. 1863.  Grades 6-9, F&P-, RL 7.6
( Armstrong, Jennifer.  Dreams of Mairhe Mehan. 1996.  Mairhe, who lives in an Irish slum in Washington, D.C., in the 1860s, struggles to come to grips with the impact of the Civil War on her family.  Washington DC. 1860s. Grades 7-12, F&P-, RL 6.9
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